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Summary

This report presents progress made with regard to the MillenriDevelopment Goals,
through a comprehensive review of successes, basiges and lessons learnt, obstacles
and gaps, challenges and opportunities, leadicgnorete strategies for action. It consists
of four main sections. The first section examiresimportance of the Millennium
Declaration and how it drives the United Nationgelepment agenda. The second sectjon
reviews progress on achieving the Millennium Depetent Goals (MDGSs), presenting

both shortfalls and successes in the global eféord, identifying key success factors. Th
third section sums up lessons learnt to shape ffewtssfor accelerating progress to mee
the MDGs. The fourth and final section lists speai€commendations for action. The

report calls for a new pact toward the accelerabiolDG progress in the coming years
among all stakeholders committed towards equitabtesustainable development for alll
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! In preparing this report, reference is made toyraher reports, including the Task Force Reporinmovative
International Financing for Healtilje Consensus for Maternal, Newborn and Child He&®09), the Secretary-
General'sMillennium Development Goals Report 2068 MDG Africa Steering Group Recommendatighshieving
the Millennium Development Goals in AfriGune 2008), the UN Millennium Projethyesting in Development
2005),Rethinking Poverty: Report on the World Social &ittn 2010(RWSS 201)0and others. Invaluable inputs were
received from the different funds, programmes, agsnand departments of the UN that have been ngidosely

with governments, civil society and the privateteeover the past decade to advance progress teuwlaedVIDGs.
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1. Introduction

1. The adoption of the Millennium Declaration in0BCby 189 Member States of the UN
General Assembly, including 147 Heads of State,awdsfining moment for global cooperation in
the 21st Century. The Declaration captured preWoagreed goals on international development
and gave birth to a set of concrete and measudabielopment objectives known as the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs). Spurred by Beclaration, leaders from both developed
and developing countries committed to achieve th@sewoven goals by 2015.

2. The MDGs are the highest profile articulatiortled internationally agreed development
goals (IADGSs), associated with the United Natioaselopment agenda, representing the
culmination of several important UN Summits — irdthg Summits on sustainable development,
education, children, food, women, population, ancia development — held during the previous
decade. They are the world's quantified time-bdangets for addressing extreme poverty, hunger
and disease, while promoting gender equality, ditutaand environmental sustainability. They are
also an expression of basic human rights — thesighall to good health, education and shelter.
The eighth MDG, building a global partnership fevdlopment, includes commitments in the areas
of development assistance, debt relief, trade aaedss to technologies.

3. During the past decade, the Millennium Declaraand the MDGs have led to
unprecedented commitments and partnerships reaffiimsuccessive Summits and meetings,
including the 2002 International Conference on Ranag for Development at Monterrey, the 2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johamumesand the 2005 World Summit in New
York. During this same period, the public and tlggivernments have also had to contend with new
unanticipated challenges. Some have been spezificuntries or regions, while others have been
global, such as the food and economic crises ofatehree years.

4, Our challenge today is to agree on an actiondayé achieve the MDGs. With five years to
go to the MDGs target date of 2015, the prospetdlbihg short of the Goals due to lack of
commitment is very real. This would be an unacdapttailure, moral and practical. If we fail, the
dangers in the world — instability, violence, epide diseases, environmental degradation, runaway
population growth — will all be multiplied.

5. The MDGs remain feasible with adequate commitypyasiicies, resources and effort.
Collectively, the Millennium Declaration represetiie most important promise ever made to the
world’s most vulnerable people. This promise is laded on pity or charity, but on solidarity,
justice and the recognition that we are increagidgpendent on one another for our shared
prosperity and security.

6. The MDGs provide a historic framework for foarsl accountability. This fabric of
accountability, however, is being tested and wekd to be further strengthened to achieve the
MDGs by 2015. This is all the more important asMi2Gs are crucial stepping stones towards
equitable and sustainable development for all. Médle, the devastating impact of climate change
looms large, and the international community islleinged to work together to ensure the end of
extreme poverty and sustainable development tedtie the planet and its people, especially the
most vulnerable.



7. This report calls on all stakeholders — inclgdmational governments, donor and other
supportive governments, the business communitycasiisociety at large — to work in concert to
ensure the MDGs are met by 2015. The MDG High-L&ehary Meeting (HLPM) in September
provides a unique opportunity to strengthen calecefforts and partnerships for the push to 2015.
This report assesses achievements and shortfafidah and suggests an action agenda for 2011-
15.

2. Progress so far

8. A number of countries have achieved major sis&eB combating extreme poverty and
hunger, improving school enrolment and child heatid expanding access to clean water, control
of malaria, tuberculosis, and neglected tropicatdses, and access to HIV treatment. This has
happened in some of the poorest countries, denatimgiithat the MDGs are indeed achievable
with the right policies, adequate levels of investity and international support. Considering their
historical experience, some poor countries and &/hegions have made remarkable progress. For
example, Sub-Saharan Africa has made huge impravsnrechild health and in primary school
enrolment over the last two decades. Between 1882804, Sub-Saharan Africa achieved one of
the largest reductions in measles’ deaths worldwide?

9. Yet, progress has been uneven and — withoutiadal efforts — several of the MDGs are
likely to be missed in many countries. The chalksnhgre most severe in the least developed
countries (LDCs), land-locked developing count(idsDCs), some small island developing states
(SIDS) and those vulnerable to natural hazardsn@ies in or emerging from conflict are more
likely to be poor and face greater constraintsassdinfrastructure, institutions and adequate
human resources are often absent while lack ofrggtlampers economic development.

10. Later this year, th2010Millennium Development Goals RepartdMDG Gap Reportvill
assess progress on the MDGs. Also, the latest epdahe 60 official MDG indicators will be
presented in an Annex to this report to be issasat this spring. The next section assesses
successes, obstacles and gaps to draw lessont@rsaeeded to achieve the MDGs.

A mixed picture’
Progress on poverty reduction has been unevensandw threatened

11.  According to the World Bank’s much cited “dolday” international poverty line, revised
in 2008 to $1.25 a day in 2005 prices, there wallels4 billion people living in extreme poverty i

% It should be noted that accurately measuring @ssytowards the MDGs is sometimes difficult wheetjse data are
not available or come with a long time lag. Furthere, progress at the global level obscures unpragress at the
regional, country, and local levels. Thus, cautioneeded in interpreting aggregate data and makdgement about
overall progress. Evaluating the goals, targetsiadidators by country may understate progressbypborest
countries, e.g. halving poverty from 60 to 30 pemtds much more difficult than from 6 to 3 per gaspecially as a
twenty per cent increase in per capita income foom thousand dollars per annum is worth only éhtefi similarly
proportioned increase from ten thousand dollars.

* This section draws on ttDG Report 200Qnless otherwise indicated.



2005, down from 1.8 billion in 1990However, as China has accounted for most of ik,
without it, progress does not look very encouragihg number of people living in extreme poverty
actually went up between 1990 and 2005 by aboumiB8@®n. In Sub-Saharan Africa and parts of
Asia, poverty and hunger remain stubbornly highe ibmber of ‘$1/day poor’ went up by 92
million in Sub-Saharan Africa and by 8 million ineat Asia during 1990-2005The poverty
situation is more serious when other dimensionsowerty, acknowledged by the 1995 Social
Summit, such as deprivation, social exclusion aic# bf participation, are also considefed.

Hunger is increasing and remains important globaikenge

12. Despite earlier progress, the number of huhgsybeen rising since 1995 while the
proportion of the hungry in the global populatiasibeen rising since 2004-2006. There are still
over a billion hungry people, and more than 2 dlldeficient in micronutrients; 129 million
children were underweight and 195 million underdyavstunted. The number of hungry people
globally rose from 842 million in 1990-92 to 873lioin in 2004-06 and 1.02 billion people during
2009 — the highest level ever. This is largelysalteof reduced access to food because of high food
prices and the global financial and economic cristsich has lead to lower incomes and higher
unemployment. Rising global hunger has undermimedidence in the declining global poverty
estimates, as extreme poverty is supposed to bsumrezhin terms of the income or expenditure
considered necessary to avoid hurfgdf.the 117 countries for which data are availabBare

now on track to meet the MDG underweight target garad with 46 countries in 2006. Most of the
20 countries without any visible progress are ib-Saharan Africd.

Full and decent employment for all remains unfigiil

13. Even though there is no deadline for meetiegainget of achieving “full and productive
employment and decent work for all”, no country ctaim to have reached this target. Economic
growth in many countries over the past decadesadalighroduce rapid job growth, prompting the
term, “jobless growth”. The lack of progress inatieg productive and decent jobs in urban areas,
together with stagnant farm productivity in manyatiareas, have been the key reasons for the
persistence of poverty and the rise in the numbeioking poor. It is estimated that in 2008, some
633 million workers — 21.2 per cent of the workershe world — lived with their families on less
than $1.25 per person per day. As a result of tbe@mic and financial crisis, it is estimated fimat
2009, this number increased by up to 215 milliog|uding 100 million in South Asia and 28

® This new estimate is about 50 per cent higher tharearlier World Bank estimate of poverty in 206&sed on its
earlier $1.08/day poverty line, up from the oridifid/day line in 1993 prices. Using the 1993 aslthseline, and
adjusting for US consumer price inflation, wouldgast a poverty line in 2005 of $1.45, rather tthen$1.25 used by
the Bank.

® The food and fuel crises in 2007-2008 and thealibancial and economic crisis have made theasitn worse. The
World Bank estimates that 100 million people in {m@ome countries were pushed deeper into povertytd doubling
of food prices. According to the World Bankdobal Economic Prospects 201dlobally, and notwithstanding upward
revisions to growth projections for 2010, the numiiigpeople living on $1.25 per day or less id stipected to
increase by some 64 million as compared with angiscscenario.

" SeeRWSS 2010

8 FAO (2009)State of Food Insecurity, 200Bome

® UNDG (2009)MDG Task Force Thematic Paper on MDGREeview of Progress, 2000-2010ew York.
http://www.undg.org/docs/10816/MDG-1.doc



million in Sub-Saharan Afric®.This suggests that up to an additional 7 per cEwbrkers were at
risk of falling into poverty between 2008 and 2009.

14. Over 300 million new jobs will need to be ceshbver the next five years to return to pre-
crisis levels of unemploymenhtThese workers need more than just jobs, espedatignt work

that will give them adequate income and rights. tihemployment rate for youth (between 15 and
24) has risen faster than the overall unemploymegstworldwide. It reached up to 14 per cent in
2009, an increase of 1.9 percentage points sin@&.20

Progress on universal access to education but ¢z ggmains unmet

15.  There has been remarkable progress towards\véegiuniversal primary education in
developing countries since 2000, with many cousthiaving crossed the 90 per cent enrolment
threshold'* Enrolment in primary education has increased $aseSub-Saharan Africa, from 58
per cent in 2000 to 74 per cent in 2007. HoweVes rapid rise in enrolment may cause undue
pressures on the capacity of schools and teaaheéediver quality education.

16. Around 126 million children are still involvexa hazardous work, while more than 72
million children of primary school age around therld — about half in Sub-Saharan Africa —
remain out of school. Furthermore, dropout ratesaia high in many countries, implying that
achieving 100 per cent primary school completidegaemain a challenge.

17. Inequalities continue to pose major barrierattaining universal primary education.
Children from the poorest 20 per cent of househatt®unt for over 40 per cent of all out-of-
school children in many developing countries. Irstnohildren from the wealthiest 20 per cent of
households have already achieved universal pri@dugation while those from the poorest quintile
have a long way to gd.Income-based disparities intersect with wider irsdigies: children from

rural areas, slums and areas affected by or engehgim conflict, children with disabilities and
other disadvantaged children face major obstanlescessing good quality education.

Insufficient progress on gender equality

18. Redressing gender inequality remains one ofibgt difficult goals almost everywhere
with cross-cutting implications. The root causgender disadvantage and oppression lies in
societal attitudes and norms, as well as powecttres, as identified in the Beijing Platform for
Action (BPfA).

19. Women'’s share of national parliamentary seassamly increased slowly, averaging 18 per
cent as of January 2009. While the proportioniigriam the 30 per cent target envisioned in the
BPfA, it represents a rise from 11 per cent terryearlier, a significantly greater increase than t

9|LO, Global Employment Trends, January 2010

™ |LO (2009),Recovering from the Crisis: A Global Jobs Raopted by the International Labour Conferendesat
98" Session, 19 June, Geneva

2|0, Global Employment Trends, January 2010

13 UNESCO,Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2009

14 UNESCO (2009)Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2009



one per cent increase between 1975 and 1995.a%tille present rate, it will take another 40 years
for developing countries to reach between 40 anges@ent?

20. The gender gap in primary school enrolmentiaaowed in the past decade, although at a
slow pace, with over 95 girls of primary school agschool for every 100 boys in developing
countries in 2007, compared to 91 in 1999. Progresscondary schooling has been slower. In
some regions, gaps are widening. In Sub-Saharaocaithe ratio of girls’ to boys’ enrolment in
secondary education fell from 82 per cent in 13999 per cent in 2007. Only 53 of the 171
countries with available data had achieved gendetypn both primary and secondary education,
14 more than in 1999.

21.  While female participation in the labour fotwes increased, there are still significant gender
gaps in participation rates, occupational level$ wages. Paid employment for women has
expanded slowly and women continue to assume tgedashare of unpaid work. Close to two-
thirds of all employed women in developing courginierk as contributing family workers or as
own-account workers — typically forms of extremelynerable employment lacking security and
benefits. Women’s share of waged non-agriculturgbleyment has increased in the last decade,
but only marginally, and women have generally thile get decent jobs. In the Middle East, North
Africa and South Asia, for example, the share ofdkes in total employment is below 30 per cént.

22. Violence against women everywhere remains amiight on humanity. While there have
been increased initiatives to address violencenagaiomen, such efforts are often not
comprehensive, consistent, sustained or well coatdi®

Significant progress on some health-related MDGs

23. Deaths among children under five have beencestifrom 12.5 million per year (1990) to
8.8 million (2008)\° The number of people in low and middle-income ¢oes receiving
antiretroviral therapy for HIV increased ten-fotdfive years (2003-2008§,and there has been
significant progress in reducing measles deathgaoding interventions to control TB and
malaria. More than 500 million people are now tedadnnually for one or more neglected tropical
diseases.

24. Nonetheless, based on current trends, manyreesiare unlikely to achieve the MDG

health targets by 2015. The child mortality ratel@veloping countries fell from 99 deaths per
thousand live births in 1990 to 72 in 200 his is well short of the target of a two-thirdsluction

(to 33 per thousand live births). Furthermore,réte of improvement has been uneven among and

15 UNIFEM, Progress of the World’s Women, 2008/09

15 UNDG (2009) MDG Task Force Thematic Paper on MDGR&view of Progress, 2000-2Q10ew York
http://www.undg.org/docs/10816/MDG-1.doc

" International Monetary Fund and World Bank (20@lpbal Monitoring Report 2009: A Development Emerge
Annex, Monitoring the MDGs: Selected Indicatdigorld Bank, Washington, DC

18 UNIFEM, Progress of the World’s Women, 2008/09

19 www.childinfo.org

20 UNAIDS, AIDS Epidemic Update 2009

2L www.childinfo.org/mortality. html




within countries. Most noteworthy is the lack obgress in reducing deaths during the first month
after birth (the neonatal period). Globally, 36 pent of deaths among children under five happen
in this period.

25. The number of new HIV infections was 2.7 millim 2008, a decline of 30 per cent from

the peak of 3.5 million in 1996. Meanwhile, the podion of people receiving antiretroviral

therapy increased from less than 5 per cent okthoseed at the beginning of the decade to 42 per
cent in 2008 and the number of women receivingnneat for prevention of mother-to-child
transmission of HIV trebled from 15 per cent in 3@0 45 per cent in 2008.

26. However, this progress has not yet been entughverse the trajectory of the epidemic
because needed interventions on prevention anaineea often fall short in coverage: for every two
persons starting anti-retroviral treatment, theme fave new HIV infections. Prevention has not
received sufficient priority.

27. Moreover, in 2008, only 21 per cent of pregnvamien received HIV testing and
counselling, while only one third of those idemdias HIV-positive during antenatal care were
subsequently assessed for eligibility to receivienoviral therapy for their own healthThe
voluntary family planning needs of persons livinghaHIV and their access to services are not
routinely monitored. These problems are most pnggsi Sub-Saharan Africa, where the
prevalence of HIV is, by far, the highest. ElsevehétlV epidemics are mostly concentrated among
key populations at greater risk, including injegtofrug users, sex workers and men who have sex
with men.

28.  The global incidence of tuberculosis appeatsatie peaked in 2004, and is now falling
slowly in most parts of the world (except Africaounitries with a high prevalence of HIV).
However, the burden of TB remains high. The epideshimulti-drug resistant TB (MDR-TB) is a
major concern, with growing evidence of extensiwaiyg-resistant TB (XDR-TB).

29.  Approximately 250 million malaria episodes ated in 2008 — leading to approximately
850,000 death¥.About 90 per cent of these deaths occurred incAfd most among children under
five years of age. However, major progress in agalip key malaria control interventions with a
proven impact on the number of cases and deathisdesisdocumented in many countries/areas.
Approximately 200 million nets -- out of the moteh 340 million nets needed to achieve universal
coverage (defined here as one net for every twplpge- were delivered to African countries

during 2004-2009. Use of insecticide-treated ngtsHildren — one of the most vulnerable groups --
rose from just 2 per cent in 2000 to 22 per cer&(@8 in a subset of 26 African countries with
trend data (covering 71 per cent of the under4bwpulation in Africa) -- with 11 of these countries
achieving at least a 10-fold gaih.

22 UNAIDS, AIDS Epidemic Update, 2009

ZWHO, UNAIDS, UNICEF,Towards Universal AccesBrogress Report 2009

2 \WHO, World Malaria Report 2009

% prompt and effective treatment is critical for agffing life-threatening complications from malafiati-malarial
treatment for children with fever is moderatelythi@gross Africa, although many febrile children stil being treated
at home and with less effective medicines. Only #dfiican countries currently have trend data foe tise of
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Least progress in reducing maternal mortality

30. Access to reproductive health services remaiosr where women’s health risks are

greatest. Deliveries attended by skilled healthkers in the developing regions have increased
since 1990, from 53 per cent in 1990 to 61 per aer®007, but there has been little progress in
reducing maternal deaths — maternal mortality otdglined marginally from 480 deaths per

100,000 live births in 1990 to 450 in 2005. At thage, the target of 120 deaths per 100,000 live
births by 2015 cannot be achieved. As part of beoaavestments in public health programmes,
adequate financing for maternal health, espectitlicated to ensure safe deliveries, is critical.

31. Adolescent pregnancy rates have declined masiuntries with relatively low initial levels,
while high adolescent fertility has persisted inmypaountries. The adolescent birth rate is the
highest in Sub-Saharan Africa, where the rate 8fdiths per 1,000 teenage girls was almost twice
that of Latin America and the Caribbean, the secanéled region.

32. Unsafe abortions continued to account for dregght maternal deaths in 2005 despite
increased contraceptive use among married womethased in unions. Nevertheless, 11 per cent
of women in developing countries (including 24 pent in Sub-Saharan Africa) wanting to delay
or stop childbearing are not using contraception.

Limited progress on environmental sustainability

33. Some progress has been achieved towards haherroportion of people without access to
clean water. But the proportion without improveditgtion decreased by only 8 percentage points
between 1990 and 2066The goal of improving the lives of at least 100liom slum dwellers has
proven to be much less ambitious than necessagvarse the trend of increasing numbers of slum
dwellers.

34. The Montreal Protocol has successfully phasgdh@ production and use of over 98 per
cent of all controlled ozone-depleting substaniresontrast, the rate of growth of G@&missions
has been much higher during 1995-2004 than dut®7§-11994, and the trend has not changed so
far. While net deforestation rates have come d@eme 13 million hectares of the world’s forests
are still lost each year, including six million b@es of primary forest.This loss has only been
partially compensated for by afforestation. As sute worldwide, around 7 million hectares of
forest cover is lost every year.

artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTSs) agrfebrile children, which is the first-line treatntdor
uncomplicated malaria in nearly all African couetri But these limited data show promising gairsffective
treatment coverage. For example, Ghana increas@dcAerage from 4 per cent in 2006 to 22 per ae2008, while
Tanzania’s coverage rose from 2 per cent in 20@.tper cent in 2008 (World Malaria Day 2010 braehu
forthcoming, April 25, 2010).

% \WHO and UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for WeSeipply and Sanitation (JMAJrogress on Drinking
Water and Sanitation: Special Focus on SanitgtldNICEF, New York, and WHO, Geneva, 2008

" Global Monitoring Report 2009: A Development Emexge Annex, Monitoring the MDGs; Selected Indicgtor
World Bank, Washington D.C., 2009
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35.  The target to reduce the rate of biodivergigslby 2010 has not been met. In the latest
reports submitted to the Convention on Biologicaldbsity, many governments admit that the
target will be missed at the national level. “Ngdr7,000 plant and animal species are known to be
threatened with extinction. Major threats and dswvef biodiversity loss, such as including over-
consumption, habitat loss, invasive species, gohuand climate change, are not yet being
effectively tackled®®

Emerging issues and challenges

36.  This section highlights some challenging antigaiiing factors. They have the potential to
roll-back gains and create obstacles to achievewgldpment goals, including the MDGs. The
challenge is to turn them into opportunities witbger analysis of the underlying causes and
appropriate policies to tackle them.

Climate change

37. The most severe impacts of climate changeeirgexperienced by vulnerable populations
who have contributed least to the problem. But @sing the climate change challenge provides
opportunities for broader improvements in econopgesernance, institutions and inter-
generational relations and responsibilities. Acimgthe MDGs should also contribute to the
capacities needed to tackle climate change.

38. Switching to low greenhouse gas emitting, lagbwth pathways to meet the development
and climate challenges is both necessary and fed$iombating global warming cannot be
achieved without eventual emissions reductionsdili developed and developing countries.
Technological options for a shift towards such patys exist. Such a switch would entalil
unprecedented and costly socio-economic adjustnenlisveloping countries. For this to happen,
the shift will require much greater internationapport and solidarity.

39. Achieving such a transformation hinges on dalmew deal capable of raising investment
levels and channelling resources towards massugsiments in renewable energy and building
resilience with respect to unavoidable climate gesnMost developing countries currently do not
have the financial resources, technological know-had institutional capacity to deploy such
strategies at a speed commensurate with the urggribg climate challenge. Failure to honour
long-standing commitments of international suppothese three areas remains the single biggest
obstacle to meeting the challenge.

40. Climate-resistant development is imperative, ianestments to achieve it will be the main
way to overcome the perception of a trade off betw&eveloping and addressing climate change.
Beyond existing ODA commitments, adaptation andgaiton in developing countries would

2 JUCN, Wildlife in a Changing World, 2009\ report based on the analysis of the 44, 838isp@n the IUCN Red
List.

2 World Economic and Social Survey 2009omoting Development, Saving the Plandtited Nations, New York,
2009.
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require financial assistance of perhaps an additione per cent of rich countries’ 2015 GbPa
small sum compared to the likely costs of inactidany alternative approaches -- such as large-
scale solar power or restoration of heavily degamteunused land — will need to be encouraged,
supported and even subsidized. Economic incentiwlebe required to accelerate a transition to
cleaner technologies.

Current crises: Finance, economy and food security

41.  Although the measures taken so far in respante global financial and economic crisis
have been able to prevent a deeper recessiondthegt yet add up to a sustainable long-term
solution. Little has been done to address spewelétirces that caused financial markets to
undermine the real sector priorities. Official imational discussion of financial reforms was until
recently largely focused on executive remuneratiather than on better regulation of financial
markets, let alone its impacts on currency and codity markets and on the trading system.

42. The global financial architecture will needomoverhauled. The failings of the financial
sector certainly require improved regulatory ovgnsi higher buffer capital requirements, effective
and equitable measures to deal with financialtutstins deemed too-big-to-fail, as well as making
financial markets less volatile and more predicaBlt the same time, these initiatives will need to
be properly designed to ensure they also help Hmktinvestment and private demand as well as
to make sure that the economic recovery does iaipse as soon as public efforts are withdrawn.
It is also vital that recovery efforts do not reédoropen or disguised protectionist measures.
Productive integration of economies must procedt am eye to increasing equity and providing
social floors and other social protection.

43. Innovative measures should be used to addredsad and other crises. There are many
important cost-effective innovations in the fieldnoitrition ready for scaling up. They include
nutritious complementary and supplementary foomsténutrient supplements) addressing the
specific needs of young children and the ill, inlthg those living with HIV; more diversified and
nutritious local production of foodstuffs. Agricufe’s share of ODA -- merely 4 per cent in 2006,
down from almost 20 per cent a few decades adgmould increase. There should be significant
new investments in enhancing small farmer capacitrore efficient water management
technologies, restoration of soil nutrients, mdress-resistant agricultural varieties and market
opportunities for small farmers.

I ntensifying prevention and responses to humanitarian crises

44, Disaster risk is increasing globally, and ghtty concentrated in middle- and low-income
countries’ Reducing disaster risk and increasing resilienagatural hazards in different
development sectors can have multiplier effectsauelerate achievement of the MDGs. The
Hyogo Framework for Action (2005-2015) endorsedty Member States commits all countries to

%0 Nicholas Stern, Deciding our future in Copenhagiit the world rise to the challenge of climateacige?,
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Changelan&nvironment, Policy Brief, December 2009, pA&rid
Economic and Social Survey 2009

3L UN, 2009 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Riskd@ieduRisk and Poverty in a Changing Climate
10



make major efforts to reduce their disaster risR0Y5. The horrific loss of life in Haiti
underscores the need to ensure that the humarebuilonment is resilient in the face of an array
of potential hazards, both seismic and climatic.

45. Armed conflicts (inter-state and civil) arecatsmajor threat to human security as well as to
the hard-won MDG gains. Thus, there is urgent feetbcusing on the root causes of these
conflicts and advancing people-centred solutiomss Tequires strengthening institutions that
mitigate conflicts as well as identifying and resog existing tensions before they turn into armed
conflicts and lead to humanitarian crises. Refororstrengthen institutions should include
promoting transparency and giving voice and reprias®n to previously underrepresented
communities to make them stakeholders in the ppeomess.

46. Post-conflict resolution steps are also vifakse should include promoting the rule of law,
early economic recovery support, rebuilding capesitouilding democratic institutions and
reengaging countries in the global architecturdeit undermining national ownership of these
strategies. This period must be used more effdgtteecliminate inequalities and discrimination in
law and in practice, and to guarantee equal adoagsources and opportunities.

Addressing the special needs of the most vulnerable

47.  Attention must be focused on the special neétl®e most vulnerable and the large and
increasing inequalities in various economic anda@ttmensions including geography, sex, age,
disability, ethnicity and other vulnerabilities.r8e urgent issues are highlighted below:

» Children from poor households, rural areas, slumnsl other disadvantaged groufasce
major obstacles in access to a good quality edutatihe literacy gap between the children
from the wealthiest 20 per cent of households Aodd from the poorest 20 per cent is more
than forty percentage pointShildren with disabilitiesemain among the most marginalized
and least likely to go to scho8l.

» Very young childremre especially vulnerable. Children who are suliateage 2 tend to
suffer severe life-long consequences in termsdiiced health, cognitive development and
economic opportunities.

» Indigenous peoplare overrepresented among the poor, with the@ldeaf access to
adequate health and education services well betdiwmal averages; they are especially
vulnerable to environmental degradation. Indigenmesples make up 15 per cent of the
world’s poor and a third of the world’s 900 milli@xtremely poor rural peopfé.

* Around 1.8 million children under 15 in Sub-Saha#dnca live with HIV while some 12
million children under age 18 have lost one or lykents to HIV. In 56 countries for
which recent household survey data are availabyams who had lost both parents were
12 per cent less likely to be in school, and otienome heads of households, assuming

32 UNESCO (2009)Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2009
%3 |FAD (2007), Statistics and key facts about indigies peoples
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3.

enormous responsibilities at an early age. The aingiabeing orphans may be especially
severe for girls, who are generally more likelyrtteys not to be in schodiChildren

without the guidance and protection of their priyneairegivers are more at risk of becoming
victims of violence, exploitation, trafficking, dismination or other abuses resulting in
malnutrition, illness, physical and psychosocialima, and impaired cognitive and
emotional development. Unaccompanied girls arspe@ally high risk of sexual abuse.

At the end of 2008, there were some 42 milliorcibly displaced peoplevorldwide. This
includes 15.2 million refugees, 827,000 asylum-seekpending cases) and 26 million
internally displaced persons. Women and girls regme47 per cent of refugees and asylum-
seekers, and half of all internally displaced pessand returnees. 44 per cent of refugees
and asylum-seekers are children below 18 yeargefiore than 5.7 million refugees
trapped in protracted situations for which therknmsted hope of finding a solution in the
near future, including some 70 per cent of refugeesfrica.®* Seven out of ten refugees in
Sub-Saharan Africa reside in often isolated anddnge refugee camps, with restrictions on
movements affecting employment, education and dichitealth and other servic&sThey
become dependent on subsistence-level assistariesspand lead lives of poverty,
frustration and unrealized potential.

L essonslearnt for accelerating progress

L essons lear nt®’

48.

National ownership of development strategies is fundamental, as aeefgs all policies

and programmes are bound to fail due to wide viariatamong countries in terms of their capacity
(resources, institutions, administration, etc) hisdorical as well as geographical circumstances.
Ownership is also vital for national commitmentivelopment goals. Successful countries
pursued pragmatic heterodox policy mixes, with @clked domestic capacities. Therefore, countries
should be encouraged to design and implement dlirdevelopment strategies and to strengthen
their domestic capacities. Global partnerships khsupport such national development strategies
and domestic capacity building efforts.

49.

Sustained and equitable growth based on dynamic structural economic change isssacy

for making substantial progress in reducing povéttglso enables faster progress towards the other
MDGs. While economic growth is a necessary, itasansufficient condition for progress.

Countries that were most successful in reducingeene poverty managed to sustain high economic
growth over prolonged periods and most managed sody jumpstarting the growth process by

3 UNAIDS (2008),Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic 2008

% UNHCR (2009)2008 Global Trends: Refugees, Asylum-seekers, fsy Internally Displaced and Stateless
Persons

3 UNHCR (2006);The State of The World's Refugees 2006: Humandzispient in the New Millennium

37 For evidence and analytical discussion, R&¢SS 2018nd the UNDG MDG Task Force (setp://www.undg.orj
Also see, World Bank (2005gconomic Growth in the 1990s: Learning from a DexaflReformWashington DC:
The World Bank.
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increasing agricultural productivity followed byrmymic growth of modern industry and services
sectors. Effective industrial policies typicallyderpinned the economic transformation and high
growth facilitated job creation and income growah forkers. Income growth underpinned greater
resource availability facilitating — when combingidh adequate social policies — better coverage
and quality of social services in support of thei@azement of the other MDGs.

50. Forward-looking macroeconomic policies are needed to safeguard the sustainability of
public investment strategies in support of broaseblagrowth and the achievement of the MDGs.
Macroeconomic policies should not narrowly focusdebt stabilization and curbing inflation, but
should ultimately be supportive of growth of reatput and employment. Therefore, it is often
necessary to relax unnecessarily stringent fistdlraonetary restrictions and to use counter-
cyclical fiscal and monetary policies to boost emyphent and incomes and to minimize the impact
of external and other shocks on poverty. This nregutountries to strengthen domestic resource
mobilization and adopt mechanisms for counter-cgtlpolicy responsiveness. Enhanced
international cooperation to strengthen tax reveraliection and increase sovereign debt
sustainability can greatly buttress the fiscal c#pss of all governments.

51. Ensuring universal accessto social services and providing a social protection floor with

wide coverage are essential to consolidate and achieve furti@GNains. The social consequences
of economic crises have been felt hardest in castrhere social protection systems were weakest
and most inadequate, worsened by their weak itistital and fiscal capacity. More importantly,
when growth collapses due to external shocks arraldlisasters or health epidemics, societal
cohesion may rupture, leading to civil violencet Norprisingly, civil violence is more prevalent
and also more likely to recur in poorer societespecially where governments are unwilling or
unable to afford social protection and social inatign efforts. Countries should therefore have
universal social protection floors in place to sogpphe maintenance and regeneration of
livelihoods, particularly of disadvantaged and varable groups. The Social Protection Floor
concept promotes a set of social transfers andsraglowing individuals to access essential goods
and services. Social protection schemes are ngtdasirable, but also a necesssine-qua-norfor
inclusive development to address inequality andasegclusion. Social development should be
considered broadly to include: support for smatleolagriculture, nutrition programmes, school
feeding, access to primary health and educatiaesscto safe water and sanitation, and support for
indigent, disabled, and otherwise impoverished Bbakls. Food-for-work programmes can often
provide a vital buffer. The provision of basic sdgrotection schemes (like social pensions and
other cash transfer programmes) for all are figafflordable for most developing economigbut

not for the poorest, unless they receive amplenatenal assistance to finance such programmes.

52.  Addressing inequality and social exclusion which limits the contribution of growth to the
MDGs. Inequalities of access, social protection @portunities need to be greatly reduced. While
most MDG interventions primarily seek to redresgumalities in access to services (employment,
health, education, water and sanitation, etc. gratiterventions put greater emphasis on
inequalities in social protection and economic opjaties.

% |nternational Labour Office, "Can low-income catiess afford basic social security3bcial Security Policy
Briefings No. 3, ILO, Geneva, 2008

13



53.  Holistic, community-led strategies are more effective than stand-alone programmes. Th
Millennium Villages Project, supported by the Uditdations Development Programme with many
partner institutions in civil society, academiagddmusiness, has shown that synergistic investments
in agriculture, health, education, infrastructlmesiness development and environmental
conservation, can lead to rapid and consideralaigrpss in food security, school attendance and
performance, reduced hunger and improved livelisdnd short period of time. Governments and
development partners should put more emphasisadntwlistic approaches in both rural and urban
contexts, and should scale up successful effosuraerway.

54.  Targeted intervention programmes, based on complementary public anateriv
investments, have proven successful and have lvaelaldfor progress towards most MDGs.
Investments in smallholder agriculture are vitalighiting hunger; investments in schools and
teachers are vital to universal primary educatiovestments in public health are vital to MDGs 4,
5, and 6. Investments in water and sanitation éaéto MDG 7. When public investments are
targeted and of sufficient scale, MDG progressasentikely to be rapid. When public investments
are not forthcoming, as for safe maternal deliweriken progress has been modest at best.

55. Accderating interventions is feasible and of paramount importance to sp@egrogress
where current trends make achievement of the MDtkaly. Targeted interventions can quickly
improve people’s lives by providing access to esakgoods and services. Examples include
providing subsidized agricultural inputs, scalingschool meal programmes, eliminating user fees
for education and health care, and providing comti cash transfers to poor households. While
such measures should not substitute well plannddreamnaged national development strategies
backed by responsive partnerships for developntieey, should not wait for longer-term structural
transformations as delays have irreversible advassequences for the poorest and most
vulnerable.

56.  Adequate, consistent and predictable financial support as well as a coherent and
predictable policy environment, both at national arternational levels, are crucial for
achievement of the MDGs. Lack of adequate and ptaale international financing has been an
important constraint. There is an urgent need dadben and strengthen partnerships to ensure
supportive international frameworks for trade, taxg technology and climate change mitigation
and adaptation to sustain long-term human developraad sufficient, predictable and well-
coordinated financing for development, includinglget, official development assistance (ODA),
philanthropy, debt relief, and new financing sostaastruments, arrangements and institutions.

57.  Governance and institutional implementation capacities at the country level, which are
both development outcomes and desirable ends-mgaélees, can contribute to accelerating
progress towards the MDGs. Countries can accelpratgess towards the MDGs by adhering to
the fundamental norms and values of the Millennid@claration, including human rights, gender
equality and democratic governance. For MDG acimerd, integrity, accountability and
transparency are crucial for managing resourcesyeging assets and combating abuse, corruption
and organized crime adversely affecting the poembBcratic governance, as a process of
empowering communities, is essential for human ldgweent. However, ‘good governance’ goals
should be pursued in conjunction with developmerthay do not constitute an essential
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prerequisite for development, especially in theefatlimited fiscal resources and administrative
capacities. Pragmatic developmental governancemsfto address bottlenecks to accelerating
development and progress towards the MDGs shouddrphasized in the short term.

58.  Better monitoring and data are vital for better design and timely interventigith

programmes and policies. It is also crucial forugimgy accountability by development partners and
stakeholderg’ Although slowly improving, the availability of iable statistics for monitoring
development remains inadequate in many poor cashamd the challenge of building effective in-
country capacity to produce better policy relewdata remains huge. Although statistics are
increasingly recognized as an indispensable toaldwelopment, resources devoted to statistics are
still very minor. With support from development pears, countries also need to increase public
expenditure for national statistical systems te@ffzely monitor progress towards the MDGs and
other development indicators to better inform politterventions.

Key success factors™

1. Effective gover nment leader ship and national ownership of development strategies

2. Effective policies to support implementation, defined here as laws, regulations, standards,
administrative procedures, and guidelines (gdree MDG specific) that affect private
behaviour and the conduct of service proviéeis others with whom they must interact.

3. Improved quantity, quality and focus of investments, financed both by domestic sources and
international development assistance, basedhaiistic approach including smallholder
agriculture, health, education, infrastructimesiness development and environmental
conservation.

4. Appropriate institutional capacity to deliver quality services equitably at national scale,
such as adequate facilities, competent staff, gp@i@ supplies and equipment, and effective
monitoring and evaluation.

5. Civil society and community involvement and empower ment, which enhances the likelihood
of success by giving individuals and commusitiee ability to take charge of their own lives.

6. Effective global partnerships, involving all relevant stakeholders, including dogovernments
local communities, NGOs, the private sector fmuthdations, with mutual accountability of all
stakeholders.

7. Good gover nance by donors and recipients, whichnter alia — involves timely and predictable
delivery of aid by donors, on the one hand, emtnced state and societal capacity of recipient
countries to manage scaled-up resource flaavsparently and with accountability, on the other.

39 MDG Tracking and Monitoring at Global, RegionabaBountry Level, Briefing Note prepared by the Guon
Inclusive Development for Poverty Reduction, Poy&toup, Bureau for Development Policy, UNDP, 27gAst
2009.,

“0 For further details, see UNDP (forthcomingicelerating progress towards the MDGs and the UNWIGG Task
Force(see http://www.undg.org).
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One significant achievement of the past decadeaisrtational governments and their partners —
even in countries lagging far behind on many MDGmwe a good sense of the programmes and
interventions required to meet the MDGs. The tloréecal challenges, in most cases, have been a
feasible national scale-up plan, adequate financasgd on both domestic and foreign sources,
including development assistance, and well-fundatigrielivery mechanisms for public
investments and service delivery. The successestbighlight, for each MDG, how these critical
success factors came together to produce remartesl#ts. While country characteristics
(geographic, demographic, economic, cultural, eteyitably vary and the specific interventions
that have been successfully implemented differ wathntry specificities, the country examples
demonstrate these common success factors.

The success stories underscore furthermore theratipe of a holistic approach and confirm that
positive results across the Goals and the broadshliag environment enhance the likelihood of
sustained progress towards each of the goals. Adeydefine our collective accountability, but
must be seen holistically. The synergies amongbé&s are clear and indisputable, as
demonstrated in the Millennium Villages. Taking adtage of these will reduce costs, increase
effectiveness and catalyze local action. The edutshrget, for example, requires progress on
health. The health targets require progress ondruargd nutrition. The hunger target requires
progress in agriculture and nutrition, and so drer€ are many positive examples of integrated
approaches to the MDGs yielding tremendous suct¥ssnust learn from these examples and
scale up successful interventions. The goals, teuayed indicators of the MDGs were conceived to
reflect an integrated approach to development adedoin the Millennium Declaration and the
2005 World Summit Outcome document.

Accelerating progress

59. The critical question before us today is howramatically increase the pace of change on
the ground in the remaining five years so thattmenises of 2000 translate into real progress for
the world’s poorest people, particularly at thmediof global economic downturn. In light of the
2015 deadlineaccelerating progress essential, and with barely half a decade heftch more
accelerated progress is required, especially ®ptorest countries.

60. Significant gaps still remain and many targetsnot on track to being achieved in a good
number of countries. Moreover, challenges persisréas such as environmental sustainability,
even in countries that have made impressive gainsducing poverty over the past decade,
including large parts of Asia. Rollbacks on progrdae to the food, fuel and financial crises, and
emerging issues, such as climate change, have eorded the challenge. Delayed job recovery
from the global economic downturn remains a maj@llenge for poverty reduction in the years to
come, and climate change is likely to have deviagtampacts on vulnerable countries and
communities.

61. Although the primary focus of MDGs is develapoountries where deprivation is most
stark, deficits in human development are to be domrdeveloped countries as well, especially
among particular marginalized communities. Vulnétgbdiscrimination and social exclusion and
gender disparities still persist in advanced coest@nd must not be overlooked.
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62.  As the country success stories demonstraggted, near-term, “acceleration” interventions
-- such as subsidizing crucial agriculture inputsnunization, eliminating user fees for education
and health services and addressing human resoomséaints in health -- are still of paramount
importance to speed up progress where currentdneradke achievement of the MDGs unlikely.
New technology-based solutions, that did not extstn the MDGs were endorsed, can and should
be leveraged to allow for rapid scaling up. The nnmportant of these new technologies are mobile
phones, broadband internet, and other informatiwhcmmunications technologies.

63. At the same time, these interventions neec tivdimed in the context of national
development strategies that define actions to ensustainability of the results in the long term.
Especially, even if not exclusively, in times oblghl economic, food and climate volatility, when
MDG reversals are a real possibility, creatingeéhabling environment essential to sustaining
progress towards the goals can be just as impataatcelerating achievements. While a short-
term perspective, focused on securing immediatesgaan be effective in saving lives and
alleviating suffering, it should not be underst@sdexclusive of, or even incompatible with, longer
term structural changes necessary to sustain @egser time.

64.  The very fact that the challenges of povenggdf energy, global recession and climate
change are all inter-related has presented thebtammunity with a unique opportunity to tackle
them together. The critical requirement for a Gldbeeen New Deal is a commitment by all to
front-load large public investments in renewablergg in order to achieve economies of scale and
learning, generate employment in both rich and poantries, and lay the foundation for a new
phase of global economic and technological advaroenBesides benefiting the poor, such
investment would also lay the basis for sustaindbleelopment, stimulate complementary
investments in infrastructure and agriculture, halp raise agricultural productivity, thus
enhancing food security and creating decent jobthfrural poof’

65. The main elements of this framework includeueing that responses to the economic
downturn provide support for what has worked inghst, especially protecting the growth
momentum in developing countries, sustaining suppotintegrated poverty eradication
programmes, enhancing the reach of targeted imores, laying the infrastructural foundations
for a new era of sustainable economic developnagrt,protecting poor countries and communities
from the adverse impacts of global crises

66. Both acceleration and sustainability of progmasist therefore be pursued concomitantly.
Accelerated and sustainable progress towards anient of the MDGs will be contingent on our
combined efforts to do three things much more éffety than we have been able to do in the past:

» Scale-up implementation of proven and innovatiteruentionsn such key domains as
gender, sustainable agriculture (including inpotssimallholders and sustainable
environmental management), energy, education aalthh& his effort needs to be backed by

*1 TheWorld Economic and Social Survey 209 developed a detailed proposal for synergistitevement of
developmental and climate goals. Also see, WorldkB#&/orld Development Report 2010: Development and &&m
Change
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targeted investments, informed community particgpatadequate institutional capacities to
effectively mobilize and manage financial resouraed deliver public services.

» Build the structural and economic foundations tpart and sustain progress and mitigate
risks of MDG reversahrough effective social and economic policies srstitutions
grounded in universal rights and supportive ofctrcal changes and social cohesion,
improved conditions for peace, security and googegrance, public and private investments
that lead to faster pro-poor growth and effectiveasures to ensure environmental
sustainability.

» Broaden and strengthen partnershipsensure greater global and regional integration,
supportive international framework for trade, temlogy transfer, and climate change
mitigation and adaptation to sustain long-term ham@velopment; and sufficient,
predictable, and well-coordinated financing for elepment, including national budgets,
official development assistance (ODA), philanthroggbt relief, and new financing
instruments. This third element builds on the redgn that both within and across
countries, no single stakeholder can achieve thetfvo strategic priorities on their own.

67. Specific MDGs will require specific acceleratiefforts:
Poverty and Hunger (MDG 1)

» Poor countries with large agricultural sectors $thdoicus on bolstering agricultural
productivity and output quality. A sharp increas@agricultural productivity can accomplish
several things simultaneously: (1) reduced hun@meduced child mortality through
improved nutrition; (3) reduced maternal mortathiyough improved nutrition; and (4)
higher household incomes and economic growth.

* To boost productivity, smallholder farmers musinganmediate access to inputs -- such as
fertilizer, high-yield seeds, equipment, small-sdatigation, technical extension, and post-
harvest storage -- in order to modernize and comiadere traditional farming. At the same
time, sustainable agriculture practices need tmtoeduced. Intensive farming, if not
properly regulated, can lead to the depletion dewsources, pollution by chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, and a loss of biodiwgrs

« Producing more food directly affects only one aspééood securit? (i.e. availability) and
must be complemented by other interventions toestdinequities of access to food and to
bolster nutrition. Food security programmes shahétefore also address issues of access to
adequate nutritious food (taking into account Idoad consumption preferences and
different nutritional requirements), implement igitated nutrition programmes for the poor
and vulnerable. In the short term, hunger hotsptsn countries should be a top priority.
Prevention-based interventions such as the distobwf vital micronutrient fortification
and supplementation, as well as targeted suppattitfren through the provision of school-

“2 Food security exists when all people, at all tinfes/e access to sufficient, safe and nutritioes! fior an active and
healthy life.
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based meals, must also be complemented by treatrasatl interventions such as the
treatment of severe and moderate acute malnutatohmass de-worming for children.

Access to decent and productive employment asagglromotion of entrepreneurship is
fundamental to pro-poor growth and efforts to addgoverty and hunger. Successful
programmes, especially employment-intensive inv&st, small and medium-enterprise
promotion, employment guarantee schemes and conditcash transfers as well as
vocational and technical training and entreprerskills development, especially for
unemployed youth, can yield positive results iruedg poverty and should be more widely
applied to cover larger parts of the populatiopeesally women and rural areas.

Close attention should be given to the recommeaodsittontained in the Global Jobs

Pact, adopted by the governments, employers’ anlless delegates of the ILO’s 183
Member States. The Pact proposes a range of tessesiresponse and recovery measures
that focus on employment and social protectiors ftot a one-size-fits-all solution, but a
portfolio of tried and tested policy options thatiatries can adapt to their specific needs
and situation.

Education (MDG 2)

National education systems need to be strengtheyneaddressing infrastructure, human
resource and governance constraints, backed yatienal donor support.

When scaling up education budgets inequalitiesssareccome, gender, geographical,
linguistic and ethnic lines should be addressedwallecating resources. Interventions
should address problems of access to schooling thhersupply and demand side. On the
supply side, adequate services need to be proedédnade accessible based on a robust
needs analysis. On the demand side, targeted nesaserd to be put in place to attract
children from poor household, rural areas or miyagthnic groups to school. Successful
examples include making primary education morelalkd, accessible and affordable
include abolishing school fees, subsidies for otosts (e.g. textbooks, uniforms and
transportation) and innovative approaches to scf@gl community schools, mobile
schooling and distance learning, multi-grade teaghiProgrammes strengthening linkages
between education, health and nutrition, such las@ddeeding programmes and social
protection measures (e.g. cash transfers, sogatance), have also proven successful.

Progression through the school system -- retentompletion and learning achievement —
is another challenge which needs to be urgentlyesded. Appropriate learning
environments and quality of education can be estim®ugh the development of child
friendly schools, effective and comprehensive teaskrategies (e.g. recruitment and
retention policies, underpinned by initial and ensce teacher education and development;
teacher status and working conditions), enhancddguegical support and learner-relevant
curriculum, educational materials and languagesstfuction.
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Gender Equality (MDG 3)

Remove key barriers to girls’ education, includmgproviding scholarships, cash transfers
and eliminating user fees; expand support for gisisecially at the secondary level, where
all too many girls are forced to leave school bseanf school expenses; tracking
completion and attendance rates; improving theityual education; and scaling up
investments in girls’ enrolment in secondary school

Make the generation of full and productive emplowgtrend the creation of decent work and
income the primary goal of macroeconomic, social éevelopment policies, for those
beyond school age, including by promoting equdlskievelopment and employment
opportunities, reducing wage gaps between womenranrd

Introduce social protection measures and labous Ewd policies that are gender-
responsive; and introducing and enforcing legatgutions for the most vulnerable women
workers. Particular attention should be paid todgergaps in school-to-work transition for
youth, making education and training relevant tmla market demand, based on a life-
cycle and rights-based approach.

Introduce positive action to improve the numbers @fluence of women in all political
decision-making, including by investing in womeleadership in local decision-making
structures and by creating an even playing fietchien and women within political parties.
With few exceptions, the 26 countries that haveeadd or surpassed the goal of women
securing 30 per cent of seats in national assemblier the past five years have introduced
some form of positive action.

Improve national level capacity to track and repariprogress, gaps and opportunities
through better generation and use of sex-disagtgegkata and statistics, including on time
use.

Reduce women’s work burden through investmentsfrastructure, labour saving
technologies and gender-responsive economic stsmdokages.

Strengthen accountability for enhancing women’atdsgand ending gender discrimination —
in line with commitments in Commission for the Eiiration of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), the Beijing Platform for Action (B&¥, and relevant ILO Conventions

— including through eliminating inequalities in ass to land and property and by investing
in implementation of laws, policies and programnteprevent and address violence against
women.

Scale up investments for gender equality, includipgnstitutionalizing ‘gender-responsive

budgeting’, as part of public financial managenrefdrms to ensure that financial
commitments advance gender equality.
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Health (MDGs 4, 5, 6)

Strengthening national health systems with thevagiarticipation of civil society
organizations can significantly improve both ma#tiand child health. Strengthening health
systems involves addressing human resource camtstrauilding new infrastructure,
upgrading and improving supply systems, improvingegnance and stewardship through a
larger role in informal, formal and decentralizgdtems of health protection. Additional
international development assistance is vital galtih-systems scale-up in low-income
countries.

Targeted interventions in key areas — such as inmatioan programmes, increasing the
number of trained midwives or the use of insecédicated bed-nets — are known to have
strong positive impacts but are more sustainablervégmbedded in a strategy aiming at
providing comprehensive universal primary healthcar

Interventions which have the greatest impact ottinealated MDG targets, such as
universal access to sexual and reproductive heaithunization and key child survival
interventions, HIV prevention, mitigation and tne&nt, prevention and treatment of
Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs), preventiontaeatment services for Malaria and TB
and low cost access to safe water and sanitatomdte urgently scaled-up and made
universal to accelerate progress on the health MDGs

There is a need for a scale up of global finandig,it needs to be done in predictable
ways. Targeted disease-control programmes havelbgely successful.

Prioritizing regions, vulnerable and marginalizedups (with special attention to the poor,
rural and populations, women and youth) with a viewextending health protection to those
in need and the excluded.

Strengthening the capacity of all stakeholdergiiress issues of gender equality and
delivery of health services as well as promotingrngaships with civil society organizations
including women’s groups, NGOs and with the privegetor.

Promoting Sustainable Development (MDG 7)

67.

One of the difficulties in making progress tossathe overall MDG7 objective is lack of a

framework or means of integrating different comparef environmental sustainability. While
MDG?7 contains elements that contribute to enviromiaesustainability, when added together, they
do not provide a full picture. This weakness carxecerbated at the national level if countries
mechanically adopt the global set of targets adetators without explicitly linking or tailoring

them to national priorities. What is needed isdountries to adopt the principle of environmental
sustainability and then adapt that principle toaratl priorities and policies, the local contextda
sub-national or ecosystem specificities.
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Ecological sustainability and addressing climat@ace

Efforts to accelerate progress towards the MDG4 talie account of the rapidly changing
development landscape transformed by ecosystermdectluding the challenges posed by
climate change. Pro-poor development centred amralatesources can be pursued at a
local, community-level or at a national scale. Bafiproaches are necessary for maximum
poverty reduction. Comprehensive and coherent dpwatnt planning frameworks,
including national sustainable development straggre a useful means of integrating all
of the aspects related to environmental sustaitabilat are relevant to any given country
in a balanced manner. This is one of the conclgstvawn from the indicators that are
making good progress. Successful strategies furgimer to build on the active involvement
of local and municipal authorities and populatiagwell as all relevant stakeholders in the
planning, programming and budgeting cycle as wetha adoption of strong national
legislation with mandatory targets and commitmeongards the attainment of the
objectives. It is important that public-private fpearships ensure genuine contributions by
the private sector that would otherwise not havenbmccurred without such partnerships.

Greater efforts are needed in both developed anelaiging countries to promote
alternative renewable energy sources and low-eomdechnologies. Policy reforms to
substantially reduce perverse subsidies for camb@msive development, and to create
positive incentives, appropriate taxes and othiéiatives (such as a global feed-in tariff
arrangement to encourage renewal energy genetiuse), which will encourage the
adoption of renewable energy sources and low-eamgsichnologies, are urgently needed.
The internationally subsidized generation of rend@e/@nergy as the basis for development
in developing countries will address the perceitrade-off between addressing climate
change at the expense of development besides prgvithjor new opportunities for private
investments to come out of the economic crisisgerterate considerable employment.

Greatly expanded investments in sustainable ecasystanagement to reduce the
vulnerability of the poor, and to maximize the ednition of natural resources to rural
development. Poor people need secure resourcs aghtother enabling conditions for
poverty reduction. Biodiversity protection measuresst respect indigenous peoples’
traditional rights to marine and forest based ih@bds.

National action plans and investments in energgieficy and renewable energy will be key
to shifting to low carbon growth, creating ‘greemployment and reducing poverty.

Safe drinking water and sanitation

Considering the lack of progress on sanitationydghg on sanitation targets will require
considerable political will together with significefinancial, technical, and human
resources. Past experience suggests that the nohleims have been over-reliance on
supply-driven approaches, neglect of user needemamihasis on large scale projects, often
due to public sector neglect or relinquishmentesponsibility, often due to fiscal
constraints. A demand-responsive approach is alatastys constrained by poor people not
having enough purchasing power to pay for improsesitation. Retaining public
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provisioning of such services often conserves gcgovernance and regulatory capabilities
in developing countries, while achieving more unda access.

* Integrated national water strategies addressingptiremain uses of fresh water --
agriculture, households, industry, and ecosystewicgs — must robustly respond to the
growing water shortages, exacerbated by climatagia

Reducing slum populations

« Cities in developing countries around the worldfawene to rising numbers of poor people
and do not have the capacity to create jobs t@swadily absorb the population influx and
achieve the necessary progress needed to meetRfEsMn the face of rapid urbanization,
these challenges are only going to become more acléss adequate corrective actions are
taken. These measures should include sound urbanipl, essential for the sustainable
growth of urban centres. They should stipulaterties of the key stakeholders -- local
authorities, organizations of the urban poor, gewsector (formal and informal), central
government, district/state/provincial authoritiaad line ministries. Ultimately, more
balanced growth, including rural development, sahly long term solution in so far as it
addresses the pull and push factors involved ialuban migration.

Expanding and strengthening inter national partner ships (MDG 8)

68. In the countdown to 2015, amidst a global enunarisis, the need to accelerate delivery
on MDG 8 commitments has now reached emergencyoprops, rather than simply being a matter
of urgency.

Official development assistance

69. Although ODA reached its highest level eve2@®8, there remain large gaps in meeting
existing and long-standing commitments. The Glele=aG8 ODA target for 2010 is approximately
$154 billion in present values, and additional fioef $35 billion by 2010 will need to be delivered
this year to achieve this target. Africa would needextra $20 billion of the increase in ODA in
2010 in order to reach the Gleneagles target lef®63 billion for the region by 2010. In 2007,
ODA to the least developed countries (LDCs) waswvedent to 0.09 per cent of OECD countries’
GNI, with less than half the OECD/DAC countries mirggethe 0.15-0.20 per cent target for aid to
the LDCs.

70.  The distribution of development assistance nesiiaighly skewed. Although the share of
ODA flows allocated to the poorer countries inceshsomewhat between 2000 and 2007, with
Sub-Saharan Africa continuing to be the largesprext of ODA, having more than doubled
receipts in current dollar terms, most of the imaseein ODA since 2000 has been limited to a few
post-conflict countries, including Iraq and Afghstain. Together, these two countries received
about a sixth of country allocations from DAC caigg, even though they account for less than two
per cent of the total population of the developiogntries. African aid lags far behind

commitments and far behind needs. Detailed analygéise IMF and the UNDP have shown that
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highly worthy MDG-based programmes are unfundedbse of non-delivery of promised donor
funding®

71. There is an urgent need to improve the qualitydictability and durability of aid, in

addition to the quantity. Developing countries #meir partners will have to reduce the
fragmentation of assistance, and ensure that OPA®@ts national development strategies. Pooling
of donor resources into multi-donor funds has pdawee and again to be a fruitful approach, with
great successes, for example, in the control adredinfectious diseases. The 2005 Paris
Declaration and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Actionosg a number of principles and practices to
enhance aid effectiveness which needs to be impideairgently. The $20 billion over three years
pledged for food security by the G8 at L'’Aquila ahé G20 at Pittsburgh should be provided
urgently to initiate implementation of the compresige plan of action for smallholder farmers,
notably through the launch of a new multi-donostrund.

Trade and devel opment

72. The failure to reach agreement in the Doha Raimultilateral trade negotiations
represents a major gap in strengthening the glmdndhership for achieving the MDGs by depriving
developing countries of the benefits of more timmynpletion of a truly developmental Round. As
currently envisaged, the Round falls short of thgiwal developmental promise intention of the
Doha Round. This would include effective marketemscfor agriculture, manufactures and services
exports, particularly in sectors and modes of suppinterest to the developing countries including
Modes 1 (cross-border supply) and 4 (movement afrabpersons), and removal of trade distorting
agricultural subsidies. In the negotiations, tHeas been some progress in reaching agreement on a
range of hitherto intractable issues, but progoessther key issues, including implementation
issues and concerns of developing countries asasedpecial and differential treatment, is falling
short of what had been envisioned. Also, the pmoésccession to the WTO of developing
countries and countries with economies in transisbould be facilitated, consistent with WTO
agreements and their development status.

73.  There are large regional and sectoral variatiommarket access conditions between
developing countries and LDCs, as well as among $.&nerally, non-LDC developing countries
continue to face higher average tariffs than LD&@glHieir exports including agriculture, textilesdan
clothing. Since 2000, small island and African LDi@ve gained substantial preferences in major
markets for their exports, while Asian LDCs, whield to be more competitive, continue to face
higher tariffs and receive lower duty-free accespecially on their clothing and textile exports.
However, the preferential access of LDCs, comptyedl developing countries, continues to be
eroded, except in agricultural exports.

74. Aid for Trade is also critical in helping LD@o continue to experience difficulties in
fully utilizing preferential schemes as well aowercoming supply-side constraints. In 2007, total
Aid for Trade commitments increased by 8 per cemmf2006 and by over 20 per cent from the
2002-2005 baseline; but more than half the amowast pvovided to only 11 countries.

“3 UNDP and IMF (2009)Scaling Up Development Assistance to Africa: Then€hgles Scenario Approach
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75. Donors need to deliver on commitments to sulbisiéy increase technical, financial and
political support for Aid for Trade and the Enhathdetegrated Framework initiative. Aid for Trade
is especially vital to finance export-oriented agtructure (roads, ports, power, etc.) to suppert t
export competitiveness of low-income countries. &eped countries also need to honour the 2005
pledge to eliminate, by 2013, all export subsidiesluding on agriculture, which remain a major
distortion affecting trade and farm production aveloping countries. Even though overall
agricultural support in relation to developed coi@st GDP declined further in 2007, it remained
high in absolute terms and in relation to ODA.

76. Since late 2007, the multilateral trading systeas come under heightened pressure as the
food and financial crises have given rise to newaszaof protectionism. It is crucial to maintain an
open, equitable, rule-based, predictable and nseridiinatory multilateral trading system during
the crises by ensuring that protectionist measameslismantled as soon as possible and that new
measures, including new non-tariff barriers, asssted.

Debt sustainability

77. Substantial progress has been made with regalebt relief, but full delivery on the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiatiwgjuires continued efforts from the international
community. By September 2009, 35 out of 40 eligtdentries had qualified for debt relief under
the HIPC Initiative, 26 of whom had qualified foravocable debt relief under the HIPC Initiative
and the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRIT.he 35 qualifying countries have received, or
are expected to receive debt relief totalling $Blfoh under the HIPC as well as $23 billion in
additional debt relief under the MDRI.

78. Prior to the global financial turmoil, high cormadity prices and strong trade growth had
improved the export revenues of many developingitiaas. Consequently, the burden of servicing
external debt for the developing countries as agtad fallen from almost 13 per cent of export
earnings in 2000 to below 4 per cent in 2007. Hais allowed the HIPC countries to increase their
social expenditure, but this trend is being rewe@edeveloping country exports and commodity
prices have fallen starkly as a consequence afuhrent crisis. The ratios of external debt to GDP
and external debt service to exports for developmgtries have risen significantly since the last
guarter of 2008. Developing countries also facaiiant reversals in access to new external
financing because of the global credit crunch.

79. The combination of these factors is creatimgaasing balance-of-payments problems for a
large number of countries. Rising risk premiumsorrowing by developing countries and
currency depreciations are also increasing theafastternal public borrowing. This, in turn, is
limiting the ability of developing countries to ugrtiake counter-cyclical measures and to sustain
adequate levels of public spending on infrastrigtaducation, health and social protection. In the
light of the global crisis, measures such as aaltli concessional financing, standstills on debt
obligations, debt relief and debt restructuringudi@onsidered to help countries facing severe
financial distress as a consequence of the casasdid harsh domestic adjustments jeopardizing
the achievement of the MDGs and avoid public indebéss reaching unsustainable levels.
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Access to affordabl e essential medicines

80. Many essential medicines are inaccessibleg@dior in developing countries for two main
reasons. First, there are large gaps in the av#yadl medicines in both the public and private
sectors; second, the prices of the medicines tiea\ailable are high in relation to their
international reference prices. The multinatiorralgdcompanies, based mostly in developed
countries, should be encouraged to practice dughgrpolicies — lower prices for developing
countries.

81.  Access to affordable essential medicines resraitoncern, particularly as the response to
outbreaks of contagious diseases and the develgmhessistant strains of infection create new
difficulties. Basic packages of essential medieavices require more adaptation to local needs, and
better alignment to MDG health targets. The affbility of medicines is expected to deteriorate as
a result of the global economic crisis. Incomestany are falling and currency depreciations are
further pushing up the cost of imported medicifdge situation is most difficult for countries with
poorly funded or inefficiently run public sectorogurement and distribution systems, countries
where poorer households have no access to healthaimce or public supplies of medicines, and
countries where medicines are mostly brand naraggrthan generic. Actions are needed to
protect low-income families from increases in thsts of medicines brought about by the crisis.

Access to new technologies

82.  Advances in technology provide an opporturotgdcelerate poverty reduction through
pathways not available to countries that develgatier. Reducing the technology gap can
accelerate ‘leap-frogging’ to innovative and lowstdevelopment solutions. Such technology
facilitates communication and information excharfgjenple access to mobile phone translates into
reductions in mortality rates through provisiorirdbrmation about prevention and treatment and
improvement of transport to vital interventiongy(eemergency obstetric care), long-distance
learning, better chances of survival and adaptdtiosharing information on the location of
pastures and water using mobile telephony, and empoent of community health workers and
other health personnel.

83. Considerable progress had been made in accedgsrimation and communications
technologies (ICT), especially in cellular telepipim recent years. Use of the Internet increased
steadily, with almost one fourth of the world’s pitation online. However, less than 18 per cent of
the population in developing countries was usirgltiternet (and only 4 per cent in the least
developed countries), compared with over 60 pet icetieveloped countri&s Greater efforts are
needed, especially through strengthened publiatgipartnerships, to close the large gaps that
remain in access and affordability across counamesincome groups.

84.  Addressing the challenges of climate changenbasssitated further access to new
technologies. For both climate change mitigatiot ataptation, massive investments are needed in
research, development and deployment of technaogie

4 International Telecommunication Union, World Teleenunication/ICT Indicators database 2007/2008
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4, TheWay Forward

85. The MDGs work by engaging national and glolbalety as a whole. The actions of
individuals, organizations, private companies andegnments in the cause of international
development cooperation should be guided by tHevirhg key principles.

Guiding principlesfor action agenda

» National ownership and leadership complementeduppartive global programmes,
measures and policies that align with nationalrirés and respect national sovereignty are
essential.

* The interdependence of human rights, gender egugbvvernance, development and peace
and security must be recognized to attain sucaa$sastainability.

* The need to look at the MDGs through a genderikenstical, since women and girls
typically face the greatest burdens of extreme ggybunger and disease. All of the action
areas need to include specific strategies for tagldhallenges faced by girls and women.
On top of this, critical actions are needed to #oon overarching priorities for gender
equality, including challenges of women'’s politicapresentation and the intolerable
ongoing epidemic of violence against women.

* The norms and values embedded in the Millenniumddatton and international human
rights instruments must continue to provide thenftation for engagement, in particular the
key human rights principles of non-discriminatiomeaningful participation and
accountability.

» The need to empower the poor: through scaled-upteffocused on citizen monitoring of
MDG delivery, capacity building and improving aceés financial and legal services.

Action oriented agenda for all stakeholders
Creating the policy and fiscal space to accelewatd sustain progress

86. Achieving the MDGs will need accelerated in&gmtions in key areas. These interventions
should be framed within the broader developmemhé&waork of National Development Strategies
for long-term equitable and sustainable growth stnactural change. The immediate priority would
be to ensure the sustainability of economic reggvesing rural productivity, and decent work
generation in a period in which economic growthkisly to be slower than before the current
crisis.

87. National governments, with the full involvemeitivil society organizations and
supported by the international community must talgent measures to implement Growth and
trade strategies enabling accelerated reductipowerty, inequality and marginalization. This
means promoting the fiscal space for delivery of eblic services and long-term public
investments in infrastructure, agriculture, and harskills. It also means re-examination of
prevailing macroeconomic frameworks, particuladyéstore national capabilities to minimize the
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adverse effects of capital mobility, which has selyeundermined domestic resource mobilization
and monetary and exchange rate management. Wihetdined employment and income growth,
all measured MDG progress will prove to be shardi.

88. Financial sector policies must be supportivaafelerating proven interventions in addition
to seeking stability through prudential regulatiofisese policies should also promote financial
inclusion and may include specialized financiatitnions and/or incentive measures for financial
institutions to cater to SMEs, poor populationsj@dture and non-farm activities. Inclusive

finance will involve a continuum of affordable fimaial services (savings, loans, payments, receipts
and insurance) available to poor households toorgtheir standards of living, and for enterprises
to grow. Trade and industry policies should suppgrtamic sectors and activities in terms of
productivity growth and creation of decent jobsreleterized by high wage and employment
security.

89. Progress must be protected in an era of inede@asonomic insecurity arising from global
economic instability, volatile food prices, natudiasters or health epidemics. This requires
universal social protection and measures to suppennost vulnerable communities. There should
be effective measures to address all forms of idiscation and social exclusion including through
legislative and enforcement measures, awarenegsatgns and social mobilization.

Expanded global partnership to support the MDG atgen

90.  Working in partnership with all stakeholdebs tnternational community must support
national development strategies, expand nationaypspace, accelerate investments in developing
countries, minimize the likelihood of crisis anchflict and substantially improve the international
response to humanitarian, rehabilitation and regomeeds, and encourage and sustain reforms for
a more conducive international environment for dgweent. In the coming months, concrete steps
will be taken at all levels to improve coordinatiand management in support of the MDGs. The
entire UN Country Team, central to the UN’s courdffprts, will be tasked to support Member
States’ overall and sector-specific MDG plans.

91. MDG interventions along the lines outlined abawill require expanded fiscal and
institutional capacity at all levels in both doramrd recipient circles, and rigorous public-private
management systems to ensure that the money gities tight place, at the right time, and for the
right uses. For several MDGs, despite knowledgetddt effective interventions are required, there
have been shortfalls in the financing and managéenmesded for effective implementation.

92. Raising resources to finance the MDGs shouald at home. Therefore, effective and
innovative measures to raise domestic revenuesustainable manner and to efficiently allocate
these resources for development are essential. iMpsirtantly, the international community
should intensify international tax cooperationpesding the sovereign right of countries and
enabling them to raise much more domestic fisueces. The onus of responsibility falls most
heavily on the OECD economies which should not esnlyport domestic financial resource
mobilization in developing countries, but also refdnternational economic relations to enhance
financing for development by ensuring developmergdrms in the areas of international
investment, international trade, aid, debt andesy&t reform as promised by the Monterrey
Consensus and reiterated by the 2008 Doha Dedarati
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93.  The community of donors must deliver on itssgRp promises of greatly expanded official
development assistance, while enhancing aid effeotiss and eliminating onerous conditionalities.
If these promises are not met, the poor will suffied, indeed, die in large numbers. Honouring
commitments by the rich countries is a bulwarklobgl solidarity and aine qua norior MDG
success in the low-income countries.

94. In the past few months, several governments pavforth promising proposals to ensure
adequate financing of the MDGs, including the @allnew financing to build better health systems,
the G8's 2009 L’Aquila Food Security Initiative atite associated call for financing a Multi-Donor
Trust Fund could support millions of farm familieseking to enhance food productivity, the
UNFCCC climate change mitigation and adaptatiom$uand others. These opportunities must be
acted upon quickly to ensure that longstandingmatgonal commitments are kept by the time of
this year's G8 and G20 Summits in Canada.

95.  Atthe same time, we must also look beyondtitachl ODA to more innovative financing
models that can increase financial flows and thegdictability. Several new programmes, schemes
and models are promising, and should be urgentigidered for scale-up opportunities. Private
philanthropy for the MDGs has also grown considirabrecent years and proven effective in
mobilizing support from individuals and supplemagtavailable financing to achieve the MDGs.

96. Developed countries must also live up to theamises by eliminating trade distorting
agricultural subsidies and finally giving genuinelyrestricted market access to developing
countries to help them lift themselves out of poyer

97.  The time has come for an accountability medrarietween developed and developing
countries (as agreed in the Monterrey Consensushanficcra Plan of Action), and between
governments and their citizens, to ensure that MD@mitments are honoured. The 2010 HLPM
should be the occasion for the endorsement of eouatability framework that consolidates global
commitments, links them to results with timelinasd establishes monitoring and enforcing
mechanisms.

Harnessing private sector potential for sustainadideelopment

98.  This begins with the farmer in the rural vibagvho is the backbone of the private sector in
his/her country. It extends all the way to the majiltinational companies that often operate in
more than 100 countries around the world. The peigactor often plays the central role in
economic development, but can play that role affelst only when the public sector is doing its

job as well: in regulation, public investments eyknfrastructure such as roads and power, and the
provision of public services such as educationtsalth.

99. Many businesses are already taking specifioragt support of the MDGs -- assisting in
poverty reduction, food security, environmentalgtelship, gender equality, healthcare, and
education through their core business operati@tsalsinvestments and advoca8geyond
responsible practices, business should think of aeavcreative ways of working with and investing
in pro-poor business models, products and serWi@scan bring about thriving markets.
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100. The UN Global Compact, in which the world’sjon&ompanies are committed to global
social responsibility, will this year take on théi8s as a central focus of its participating
companies. These companies will share technologiesness models, outreach strategies and
skilled managers towards the scaling-up of MDGatiites in many parts of the world. At its
Summit, the UN will release a framework for stratdgusiness action in support of the MDGs. We
will also call on companies to align their socialéstments with the development in general and the
achievement of the MDGs in particular. Many areadty partners in the Millennium Villages and
related programmes. Many more companies can ahgbwilthe global MDG effort.

101. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) hawgdered the largest cooperative effort in
world history to fight poverty, hunger, and diseaBeey have become a rallying cry in poor and
rich countries alike, and a standard for non-gonemial organizations and corporations as well.
Nearly ten years after they were adopted, theyaliwve and stronger than ever, which is a rarity
among global goals. The world wants them to work.

102. The shortfalls in progress towards the MD@srent because they are unreachable or
because the time is too short, but rather becausenoet commitments, inadequate resources, lack
of focus and accountability, and insufficient irstrin sustainable development. This has resulted
in failure to deliver on the finance, serviceshtgcal support and partnerships necessary. As a
consequence of these shortfalls, aggravated bgltialfood and economic crises well as the
failure of various development policies and prograes, improvements in the lives of the poor
have been unacceptably slow, while some hard wons gae being eroded.

103. The MDGs represent a “pact”, not just amongegaments, but also among all development
stakeholders. Each actor must focus on the besifuteassets, acting efficiently, effectively and
collectively:

» Developing countries, establish policies and ing8ths to achieve the Goals, involving
administrations, communities and citizens towahils ¢nd. Through South-South
cooperation, they also pledge to help other dewetppountries through the transfer of
knowledge, technology and resources;

» Civil society actors — ranging from those ensugoegernment accountability and those
delivering services — commit to the MDG agenda,;

» Private businesses disseminate technologies, aleagnt employment and otherwise work
to support the goals;

» Private philanthropy provides a catalytic role astering new innovations for later adoption
by public sector and through public-private parshgrs.

» Developed countries fulfil existing commitmentsnorease the quantity and improve the
effectiveness of development assistance and imprar&et access for developing
countries’ exports;

* The multilateral system — including the United a8 funds, programmes and agencies —
improves its coherence and effectiveness in sumfahe MDGs.
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104. Ten years have past ever since the adoptitredflillennium Declaration and the historical
commitment to cut extreme poverty by half throulgh implementation of eight measurable and
time-bound goals: the Millennium Development Goalsis vision and measures remain relevant
today. Our world possesses the knowledge and soeirees to achieve the MDGs and embrace
sustainable development processes for a brightae secure and more prosperous future for all.
Coming together in September with a renewed comeritrto build on our achievements so far and
to bridge the gaps identified, we can deliver onshared responsibility to build a better world for
generations to come.

105. The United Nations has affirmed the rightéeelopment in addition to the other economic,
social and cultural rights stated in the UniveBactlaration of Human Rights. The rights approach
affirms human rights to social protection as wslrgjection of social exclusion, thus contributing
to overall security and well-being. Fulfilling thights of each and every citizen requires adequate
resources. The MDG framework has identified stalddre and duty-bearers with well-defined
responsibilities, establishing accountability fevdlopment outcomes.

106. In recent decades, government resources vetaj@ment have often become increasingly
constrained while the private sector has taken masry areas of service and utility provision. New
and innovative instruments are being promotedrtanite development needs, including through
multi-donor trust funds such as the L’Aquila FoaetGrity Initiative. However, the promise of
delivering adequate aid still remains unfulfilleghile the urgency to ensure the international
financial and trading systems support developmastheightened in the wake of the current global
crisis. Hence, ensuring the adequacy of resousceimajor challenge in achieving development,
including the MDGs.

107. We must not fail the billions who look to tiéernational community to fulfil the promise
of the Millennium Declaration for a better worldetLus meet in September to keep the promise.
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Annex |
Suggested themes for the Roundtables
1. Poverty, hunger and gender equality

* How can we better support and facilitate employmet@nsive, sustained and equitable
growth and structural change?

* How can we support holistic community-led approadwoeachieve the synergies of the
MDGs?

* How can international commitments support nati@fiarts to raise agricultural output in
order to overcome hunger and ensure food security?

* How can we ensure that new and existing commitm@nytsll stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?

* What institutional reforms and commitments are negiito overcome gender inequality and
the main obstacles to women’s empowerment?

* How can governments be supported to expand saatdgiion systems where they indicate
this is a priority?

2. Health and education
* How do we enhance access to public health care?
* What cost-effective key interventions in health meeded, especially to improve maternal
health? How can national policies and internatignatnerships overcome the current

institutional and resource constraints?

* What are the best strategies to overcome institatiand resource deficiencies in achieving
Education for All?

* How can we ensure that new and existing commitm@nytsll stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?

3. Promoting sustainable devel opment

* What are the most cost effective national politeescrease the availability of safe drinking
water on a sustainable basis, and to improve semta
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What international partnerships and resources egdad to support national efforts?

What are the most cost effective ways of improshgn dwellers’ welfare and of ensuring
their access to basic services on a sustainabie?bas

What institutions and reforms will protect bio-diggy and forest cover?

How can we ensure that new and existing commitmytall stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?

. Widening and strengthening partnerships

How do we ensure that aid commitments are met drat @lse can be done to improve aid
predictability?

How do we ensure debt sustainability through enbatternational cooperation? What are
the best ways to facilitate debt relief and debtkoats?

How do we ensure that the Doha Round (of WTO tresgotiations) realizes its
development promise?

How do we ensure easier and cheaper access toinesdand new agricultural and
renewable energy technology?

How can we ensure that new and existing commitmytall stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?

. Addressing the special needs of the most vulnerable

What more should be done to address the specidtmdehe poorest countries?

What should be done to better identify and additesspecial needs of the most vulnerable
countries, communities and people?

What can be done to break the cycle of povertyitipal and economic exclusion, and civil
violence?

What is the developmental potential of humanitgréisaster relief and peace-building
efforts?

How can we ensure that new and existing commitmytsall stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?
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. Addressing emerging issues and evolving approaches

What are the most effective measures to enhanckdecurity?

How should climate change mitigation and adaptabemcorporated into broader efforts to
enhance sustainable development?

How can financing be ensured for global public ggadcluding meeting existing
commitments on financing for development and neallehges such as climate change?

How should the international community address eaverging issues intimately linked
with the achievement of the MDGs, such as secumtgration, and others?

How should the international financial system enmed to better support sustainable and
equitable development?

How should the international community reform ini&ional economic governance to
better support sustainable and equitable develofimen

How can we ensure that new and existing commitmytall stakeholders) are adequately
monitored and met?
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