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G8 Leaders Summit – La Maddalena

Tentative work plan and timeframe of G8 Health Experts’ Group

Introduction

Italy is committed to maintaining and further developing the G8 initiative started in Heiligendamm and continued in Toyako of conducting annual reviews of actions taken to implement G8 commitments on global health. 

Efforts will focus on: a) G8 accountability; b) close monitoring of progress in global health; and c) identifying further actions and commitments. Italy will draft and submit for the consideration of the G8 Health Experts’ Group a “non-paper” outlining the themes that deserve further attention.

To this end the Italian Presidency intends to propose for the consideration of G8 members a process that involves:

· publishing a progress report on Global Health in 2009 accompanied by a description and  

      update of the actions taken by partners to meet G8 commitments;

· convening at least three meetings of the G8 Health Experts’ Group;

· making the most of forthcoming events in 2009, also outside the G8 process, to foster 
      possible further discussion and contacts among G8 Health Experts. 

1)
Report on global health 

The Health Experts’ Group will further develop a follow-up mechanism to monitor our progress on meeting G8 commitments. The Group will work together to elaborate this mechanism, building on the Heligendamm Health Review and the Toyako Framework for Action. The Chair of the G8 Health Experts Group will submit to FASS/SHERPA a review document composed of:

i) a concise Report, building on an agreed format and experience, developed in 
      discussion/collaboration with the Health 8 to assess progress on global health;

ii)
annexes describing the efforts of G8 members in fulfilling G8 commitments. 

2) Health experts’ group meetings

In order to facilitate the work of the G8 Health Experts’ Group, the following work plan has been drawn up:

i)
Schedule and attendance:

1.
6th February (1:00 p.m. Italian time). Conference call of the G8 Health Experts’ Group. 

2.
16-17 February 2009 (at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome). First meeting of the G8 
            Health Experts’ Group, which will include: 

a.     an outreach session with H8; 

b.     a Consultation Session with the Focal Points of the High-Level Taskforce (HLTF) on 
        Innovative Financing for Health Systems. 
3. 26-27 March 2009 (location to be confirmed). Second meeting of the G8 Health Experts’
      Group. Some facilitators from WHO or OECD could be invited, if deemed necessary and 
       agreed upon. 

4. (October date and location to be determined). Third meeting of the G8 Health Experts
5.   Group.

ii)
Engagement of  relevant partners: 

Representatives of the following key stakeholders might be invited to join some technical preparatory sessions and meetings of the G8 Health Experts’ Group: 

-
H8 

Health 8 – the informal group of eight health-related organisations (WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNAIDS, GFATM, GAVI, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and the World Bank) – will be involved in assessing progress and outcomes of G8 health commitments with a specific focus on the health MDGs and health systems. 

-
WHO-OEDC/DAC
 WHO and OECD could be invited to attend selected sessions in the second G8 Health Experts meeting. 

3)
Relevant Events:  

The international health agenda for 2009 includes events that are strictly linked to the G8 process:

-
13 February 2009 (Rome). Aspen for G8 – Global Health Forum: organised by the Aspen 
             Institute (Italy) in collaboration with the Health Policy Institute (Japan)

-
21-22 May 2009 (Pescara). Ministerial Conference on Development 

Information on other events will follow. 

4)
G8 Leaders Summit

-
8-10 July 2009 (La Maddalena). 
G8 Summit 2009- official website- www.g8italia2009.it


