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CHAPEAU

The G8 faces an important task over the course of the next 14 months: either it rises to the challenge and musters the needed resources to meet its commitments on poverty and the environment or it risks winding up as a failure of intergovernmental decision-making. 

The extraordinary financial crisis and rapid rise of the G20 as an alternative forum for global decision-making has put a date on the shelf-life of the G8.  What ever the final make-up of the new global forum (G20 or G13), the traditional G8 seems destined to change. But, it still has a number of major commitments coming due in 2010 that must not be avoided, forgotten or watered down. The G8 cannot play against the clock in delaying much needed resources to the poorest nor can it walk away from its pledges to just to join another larger grouping to make new pledges. 

The financial crisis has had an enormous impact on the developing countries and the poorest within those countries. According to the FAO, the number of people without access to sufficient food has risen by 150 million to reach 1 billion – all in the course of two years. This crisis needs the sort of response seen within the G8 countries in terms of bailing-out banks and crediting car companies.

However, the response by the G8 countries has been poor, in-terms of its 2005 pledges. ODA has been decreasing in G8 countries – quite substantially in the G8 host country Italy. Commitments to achieve universal access to HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support and education, particularly the EFA Fast-Track Initiative remain seriously off track.  G8 member states are also continuing to fail to meet the resource demands placed on the Global Fund. While the recent commitment by the UK government, announced in its 2009 budget, to keep to its projected increase in actual ODA spending levels despite the financial crisis is commended, the G8 as a group is not rallying together to meet the pledges, rather, the group appears to be readying itself to abandon its promises.

This cannot be allowed to happen. The global financial crisis will have a long and enduring tail in developing countries. The loss of progress on health, HIV/AIDS, education and climate change will not be addressed in months – like the markets, but rather in-terms of decades. 

The G8 Working Group has set out in this document the actions necessary for the G8 to take to meet its previous commitments and make the appropriate response to the financial crisis and its impacts on the poorest. The Gleneagles Commitments can be achieved in full and on time, it just requires the necessary leadership and political will to make it so. 

KEY ASKS

Accountability 
The success of any G8 summit is not just determined by the contents of the communiqué, but whether the commitments outlined within it are kept. The Hokkaido Toyako Summit and the Accra Agenda for Action possibly signaled a new era of G8 accountability by its creation of a follow-up mechanism on its global health commitments as well as promises to improve the transparency of all activities and monitoring of commitments to Africa and on progress on education, food security, anticorruption and improved water and sanitation. These accountability mechanisms must be strengthened, monitored and extended to other pressing development and environmental issues.  These monitoring exercises should have the following elements:
· All G8 monitoring must be robust, credible, transparent, and inclusive.
· The monitoring mechanisms must be led by G8 experts groups and granted mandates to seek, and authorization to receive, input and comments from appropriate international and regional organizations, governments as well as civil society groups as they prepare reports on the implementation of commitments.
· The G8 monitoring mechanisms must be guided by mission statement and operate transparently as they conduct their work including identifying experts and scheduling meetings to encourage a dialogue with government stakeholders and civil society that leads to joint action. 
· The 2009 G8 Summit must support G8 accountability by ensuring that each new G8 commitment is tied to a means to verify the progress in attaining it.

· All G8 members must sign up to the International Aid Transparency Initiative  (IATI) and ensure the agreement of standards and their implementation by 2011. Transparency is a prerequisite for accountability both of external, but also of recipients own resources.  This requires donors to publish information in a format that delivers the ability to coordinate, compare and contrast the use of external/G8/donor’s assistance with each other and also recipient efforts.

The 2009 G8 summit will convene in a time of unparalleled global economic turmoil—and it is in this climate that the credibility of the G8 process will be put to its most serious test.  If the G8 accomplishes nothing else in 2009, it cannot retreat on its previous commitments as the outcomes of the Italian G8 will send a clear signal whether the G8 will be accountable to its agreements.

Aid

The G8 must recognise that they are failing to meet their Gleneagles commitments on aid quantity and their Paris/Accra commitments on aid effectiveness. Therefore, at the G8 meeting in Italy in July 2009, all G8 countries need to reaffirm their efforts to deliver their commitments on aid quantity and quality and take concrete steps to ensure their delivery by 2010. In terms of aid quantity this will require each G8 nation to submit  a detailed timetable for the aid budget increases required to deliver their share of the $50 billion extra aid promised by the G8 donors by 2010 compared to 2004 levels. In terms of aid quality, this will require each G8 country to submit operational plans to meet their Paris and Accra commitments on aid effectiveness by 2010. 
ODA delivered by the G7 (the G8 minus Russia) fell for two consecutive years from $84.2billion in 2005 to $65billion in 2007, before rising to $80.8 billion in 2008. G7 aid is therefore currently only $22.4 billion above 2004 levels, with 2 years to go before 2010. While G7 announcements on aid suggest that they will deliver $92.9billion (2006 $) in aid by 2010, their aid spending plans submitted to the OECD suggest they will fall short of this level, which anyway  would not be sufficient for them to meet their Gleneagles targets. Indeed, Italy has recently announced an ODA decrease of some 56% over the next three years. Collectively the G8 are not on track to meet their aid effectiveness targets by 2011, and Italy is one of the worst in this regard.
Italy, as President of the G8 needs to reverse its ODA budget cuts and commit to the UN target of 0.7% of GNI by the EU agreed deadline of 2015. With the G20 firmly focussed on challenges facing the global financial system, the G8 has the opportunity to focus more intensively on development priorities for developed countries at this time of significant global challenges. The Italian presidency should therefore work with all its G8 partners to make concrete progress towards meeting the 2005 Gleneagles Commitments. The Canadian government, as the host of the 2010 G8, should be equally diligent in getting the G8 to meet their commitments or risk hosting a summit of disappointment in 2010.  The Canadian government should also agree and announce a target date of 2015 to reach the aid target of 0.7% in order to give leadership to the G8 countries at the 2010 G8 Summit. 
G8 support for an accountability mechanism is welcomed and they should now agree to an independent, UN led review of their aid pledges with specific references to water and sanitation, health, HIV/AIDS, education as well as on aid effectiveness and aid transparency. The Italian government should work with its G8 colleagues and the UN to deliver this report prior to the G8 in July and institute an annual report of the G8s progress in meeting their development pledges to be delivered and discussed at each subsequent G8 at least until 2015. This report should include inputs from civil society.  
Climate change
Despite nearly a quarter century of forecasts and warnings from the scientific community about climate change, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions have continued to grow, a wide range of impacts are already being experienced, and projections of more adverse impacts are becoming increasingly dire. Climate change is a global problem that cannot be solved by unilateral, uncoordinated measures in a few countries.  In 2009, we must leverage the leadership of key countries to produce coordinated action and a global climate deal that is both effective and equitable.
 As the major current and historical source of carbon emissions, the G8 bears particular responsibility to make progress towards an ambitious post 2012 framework as part of the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol process. Binding agreements must be made to keep global warming at less than 2 degrees above pre-industrial levels, which requires stabilisation at 450 ppm CO2 equivalent or below, in line with present EU policy and scientific projections. Scientific progress may require review of these benchmarks to avoid dangerous climate deterioration.
Diplomacy will be required to achieve this deal, and it is critical that G8 leaders recognize that there remains a limited atmospheric carbon budget, and that the bulk of that budget must be allocated to the developing world to pursue low-carbon, climate resilient development. 
 The G8 must reach collective commitment to reduce their domestic carbon emissions by at least 80% from their 1990 levels by 2050, as precondition for a global long-term emission reduction goal which needs to be agreed on under the UNFCCC framework. This level of ambition would reflect the fact that poor people and poor countries will in many cases be the first and worst affected by climate change, while having done least to bring it about. G8 countries must also commit to ensuring that sufficient resources and other incentives are made available to assist developing countries in building sustainable, low carbon economies, and in supporting efforts to adapt to the immediate and future impact of climate change, in particular in the Least Developed Countries and small island developing states. In particular, the G7 should commit 33 billion Euro annually to be provided as a down payment on the funds needed to finance adaptation in developing countries.
Such a commitment would be the fair share of the G8 countries of the global sum of at least $50 billion needed annually for adaptation. These resources must be additional to the UN target of 0.7% of GNI, and be provided in the form of grants rather than any kind of loans. Mitigation-related needs, including means to avoid deforestation, are in addition to this amount.
 As noted by many developing countries in the UN climate negotiations, instruments within the UN climate policy framework, such as the Adaptation Fund, should be the primary channel to stream climate change related funding, rather than through donor-driven instruments such as the World Bank. A viable climate finance architecture is a key element to signaling to developing countries a willingness to consider a broad financial mechanism.
As part of this effort, the G8 countries should recognize their responsibility toward developing countries in providing financing for low-carbon development in a ‘measurable, reportable, and verifiable’ manner, as stipulated by the Bali Action Plan.  A mandate should be given to finance ministers and climate negotiators to report on options for raising adequate, sustained, and predictable financing for climate change mitigation and adaptation at the September meeting of the UNFCCC. Options assessed by the finance ministers could include a currency tax (also know as a Tobin tax), auctioning of assigned amount units or allowances, a carbon tax, and an aviation and/or maritime levy. 
The G8 countries should honor the commitment made in Bali to assist developing countries to take action to reduce emissions by providing the finance and technology assistance necessary to enable them to meet those goals. In the Bali Action plan, parties agreed that developing country efforts to mitigate their emissions would be measureable, reportable and verifiable, so long as the technology, financing and capacity-building support from developed countries was also measurable, reportable and verifiable.  Emissions reductions on the scale the IPCC says are necessary will require a global effort. The G8 nations should enable and support full participation by developing countries in that effort to avert the worst consequences of global warming and to incentivize the low-carbon economy.
Efforts to support low-carbon development in poor countries must be matched by similar steps to ‘de-carbonise’ the global economy. The G8 should put renewable energy at the forefront of these efforts, and commit to 20% of energy from renewable sources by 2020. However, implementation of this target should be based on impacts assesments of the actual climate benefits and pay particular attention on the possible adverse impacts on the most vulnerable people, such as biofuel production contributing to violation of human rights such as food security. The same target should be pursued developing a proposal for an OECD-wide Emissions Trading System (ETS) by 2015. Emissions Trading Systems are a key instrument for tackling Climate Change in an efficient way. 
Another focal point of the G8 strategy should be developing a strong programme of action on technologies with low carbon content in 2-3 areas including energy efficiency, carbon capture and storage.  These strategic technology cooperation efforts should support the ‘technology action programme’ approach of Copenhagen treaty.  To support these programmes of action, G8 countries should institute a ‘pledge and review’ process and set an objective of increasing technology research tenfold by 2020 in G8 national budgets. 
Debt

The implementation of the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative is a positive example of the G8 doing what it said it would in 2005. However, cancellation for MDRI-eligible countries must be expedited and de-linked from harmful economic policy conditionalities. The G8 must recognise that economic and policy conditionalities placed on developing countries by the international financial institutions have increased poverty and pressure those institutions to de-link debt relief and aid programmes from such conditions. As an immediate step, the G8 must stop debt payments from flowing out of countries in crisis, especially Haiti, whose debt payments to the World Bank should be suspended until it reaches completion point in the HIPC initiative.
Moreover, especially in light of the growing financial crisis and reduced access for developing countries to private capital flows, debt cancellation is needed for a much larger group of countries. The G8 must agree to full debt cancellation for all IDA-only countries, and all other countries whose debt levels currently prevent them from meeting their people’s basic needs, without the imposition of economic policy conditions. G8 countries should initiate audits of outstanding debt claims, based on recognition of creditor co-responsibility for the current situation, and follow through on their 2007 commitment to a charter on responsible lending. 

The G8 must also take measures to prevent the activities of vulture funds, including changes to national laws in G8 countries to outlaw profiteering by vulture funds of countries that have received debt cancellation. In order to address these issues more fundamentally, the G8 should recognise the need for a just, transparent and comprehensive debt work-out process.
Education

G8 nations have a responsibility to ensure that education is free, high quality and available to all for at least 9 years. Access to pre-school and second-chance learning for those who have missed out are hallmarks of decent societies committed to equality of opportunity, poverty eradication and growth. To this end, the G8 must commit a minimum of $15-16 billion per annum in aid to ensure EFA, a sum that includes provision for adult literacy, early childhood care and education, targeting the hardest-to-reach children and expansion of lower secondary education. The G8 should commit to this aid being given predictably and to finance recurrent costs, in order that 18 million teachers can be trained, hired and paid between now and 2015. Fragile states currently receive a disproportionately small share of education aid. G8 nations should affirm their commitment to the right of all children to go to school even in difficult circumstances and should increase commitments to the EFA Fast-Track Initiative 'Transition Fund' to ensure that it is adequately resourced and operational to meet the needs the needs of FTI-endorsed fragile and conflict-affected countries.
The 2008 G8 communique repeated earlier assurances that the financing gap for countries endorsed through the EFA Fast-Track Initiative, estimated at $1 billion for that year, would be closed by the end of 2008. The communiqué also committed to table a progress review on support to FTI in 2009. This report should be robust and frank, detailing and include a review of funds mobilised through in-country resource mobilisation and from the FTI Catalytic Fund. It should identify the main causes of the poor disbursement record of the FTI Catalytic Fund, and take note of the preliminary findings of the External Evaluation of FTI. On the basis of this report, the G8 should mandate reforms to the international financing architecture for education, to ensure that it is fit for purpose of timely mobilisation of adequate resources for the achievement of EFA. The G8 communique must reaffirm the pledge that 'no country seriously committed to the achievement of Education For All should be thwarted in this ambition for lack of resources'.
Food Crisis

The G8 must respond to the on-going food crisis with decisive and effective measures. The recent meeting of the G8 Agricultural Ministers underlined the critical nature of the crisis warning: “the world is very far from reaching this goal according to the alarming data provided by the relevant international bodies”. G8 leaders must listen to their Agricultural Ministers and act to address this crisis in July. Despite the economic slowdown, the prices of basic food in developing countries continues to rise at an alarming rate. Indeed, the FAO states that the number of hungry people has risen to over 1 billion over the past year from 850 million before the food crisis in 2007. The most affected are women, children and the most vulnerable sectors of society including those ill or aging – these groups are in need of immediate support to buy and produce their own food.
At the 2008 Hokkaido Toyako Summit, the G8 leaders pledged to review their commitments to addressing the food price crisis. The G8 in Italy needs to ensure that resources pledged in 2008 and at the recent G20 Summit in London are delivered to the poorest countries. In addition, the G8 must; empower trade negotiators in the Doha Round to reach an agreement that achieves an end to trade distorting agricultural policies by wealthy nation that prevent farmers in developing countries from accessing wealthy markets and distort food production and prices; invest in sustainable small-scale agricultural production in developing nations; stop debt payments from flowing out of countries most affected by the food crisis; finally, double their efforts to meet and exceed the Millennium Development Goals to ensue the financial crisis and the related food crisis does not lead to a deterioration in the small progress towards meeting the MDGs. 

Gender Equality & Women’s Rights

Women are disproportionately impacted by poverty, and other global problems such as HIV&AIDS, climate change and environmental degradation, war, conflict and related large scale sexual violence and other human rights atrocities hampering their human right to development. Regardless of nationality, race and class women continue to experience specific discrimination in access to economic resources, essential services such as education and health care as well as protection in armed conflict. Time after time it has shown that the most effective way to achieve sustainable development is to protect the rights of women and girls and invest in their empowerment as a pre-requisite to poverty eradication and economic development. Women’s active involvement in their own societies is imperative to overcoming inequality and ensuring the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and other international frameworks such as the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) can be implemented.

For the first time in G8 history, women’s empowerment was put on the agenda in 2007, under German Presidency. The Summit Declaration Growth and Responsibility in Africa reported some important references to the women’s rights and women’s role in development. Chancellor Angela Merkel’s engagement and the strong advocacy by civil society and feminist organisations ensured recognition of: 

· The feminisation of the AIDS epidemic and the consequent need to have a gender sensitive response to it.  

· The empowering role of education for women and girls. 

· The importance of gender training of civilian police for post conflict scenarios.

· The key role that women can play in economic growth and political development.

Nonetheless, apart from the support granted to the World Bank’s Gender Action Plan and a call for a gender-sensitive response to AIDS, TB and Malaria by the GFATM, concrete steps have not been undertaken to translate declarations into practice. All plans and strategies for sustainable development may fail if the root causes of poverty such as gender inequality and injustice are not removed. 

Therefore, the G8 should take leadership among UN member states to further develop proposals for a consolidated, stronger and robustly funded UN entity for women, with both normative and operational capacity, to effectively enhance results at country level. The G8 needs to take concrete steps in the provision of adequate and long-terms financial resources for the implementation of key gender equality frameworks such as CEDAW, the Beijing Platform for Action and the MDG. This should include ensuring that all donor countries allocate 0.7% of GNI as aid immediately which will free up new funds for work on gender equality and women’s rights, ensuring women’s active participation in National Development Planning, and ensuring Budget Support and Poverty Reduction Strategies include indicators to track progress on women’s rights. G8 members are called on to join the UN Secretary-General’s Campaign to End Violence against Women. The G8 must assess the impact of important initiatives such as the International Finance Facility for Immunization, the Fast Track Initiative on Education, the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative on women and girls. The G8 should ensure that governments implement their commitments under UN Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820 to ensure women's increased participation in local and national peace-building processes, and to safeguard women's right to protection in conflict situations.
Governance/ Anti-Corruption 
G8 members must recognize that the fulfillment of their anti-corruption commitments is a prerequisite to progress on their broader goals, notably sustainable growth, economic development, environmental protection, and poverty alleviation, including meeting the Millennium Development Goals. Integration of anti-corruption and governance considerations into each G8 agenda item will help ensure the sustainability of reform measures. To ensure accountability on their commitments made the 2009 G8 Accountability Report on the implementation of anti-corruption commitments should be strengthened by greater specificity and consistency.  

Most importantly, the G8 must ensure accountability to international legal frameworks, including the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC). The G8 have pledged their support for it numerous times, yet three of its eight members, Germany, Japan and the current G8 Presidency Italy have yet to ratify the Convention. All G8 countries should assist in creating and funding an implementation monitoring mechanism for the Convention with civil society participation and provide technical assistance to developing countries to fulfill the Convention's provisions.
An essential contribution of the UN Convention are its explicit provisions for transnational cooperation, including mutual legal assistance, the repatriation of stolen funds and no safe haven for the corrupt. The G8, presiding over the world's most significant financial centres, must ensure that these are not exploited. To avoid future financial crises it is essential to secure greater transparency and public accountability in order to restore public trust and adopt a far more consistent and internationally coordinated framework of regulation and supervision of all financial institutions. The G8 must be able to demonstrate significant progress towards these goals by the 3rd Conference of States Parties in Qatar in late 2009.
 
Lack of transparency and corruption affects development initiatives at their very root by excluding disadvantaged groups from decisions on their lives and skewing policies and budgets to benefit private rather than public interests. Corruption further marginalizes disadvantaged groups politically and economically. It increases income inequality and fundamentally undermines the ability of many states to provide basic services to their people, including those related to the right to food, housing, health and education. Corruption and policy instruments that advantage only a well-connected select group, like the tying of aid, also inflates the costs of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The continuing revelations involving overseas bribery show clearly that companies based in wealthy countries can easily become complicit in driving the cycle of corruption in poorer or less stable regions.  Therefore the G8 must take action to stop foreign bribery by stronger implementation of the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials. In addition, many countries rich in natural resources are still among the poorest and, according to Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions Index, the most corrupt. Therefore, we call on the G8 to promote adherence to the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) by companies and governments to increase transparency of company payments and government revenues.
Health

The G8’s creation of the follow-up mechanism on Global Health Commitments is a commendable step towards bringing greater accountability and cohesion to its efforts to improve global health.  To achieve its potential the follow-up mechanism must function in accordance with the 4 accountability principles process outlined above and to monitor whether the G8’s promises are delivered on the ground. 
While respecting all previous health commitments, especially universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support, the G8 must give concrete backing for a rapid scaling up of the public provision of free basic healthcare for all in every country, and show commitment to provide sufficient, long-term and predictable financial support in a coordinated manner to achieve this. In particular, the G8 should commit to the following:

· Major infectious diseases: The G8 must fully fund the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, whose financial gap for 2009 and 2010 is US$5 billion, and help achieve the goal of universal access to HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care by 2010. In addition, the G8 should support the Global Malaria Plan to distribute 100 million Long-Lasting Insecticide-Treated Bed-nets (LLIN), and Global TB Plan to tackle TB and address the emerging problems of MDR/XDR-TB and TB/HIV co-infection.

· Maternal, Newborn and Child Health: The G8 must commit to meeting the financing gap of US$10.2 billion per year in order to ensure the universal coverage of basic services needed to achieve MDGs 4 & 5, and achieving the goal of universal access to the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (pMTCT) in 2010 and sexual and reproductive health service by 2015. Recognising that cost remains a critical barrier to accessing health care and as a first step towards achieving universal access the G8 should agree to support countries in making health care free at the point of delivery now for children and women of reproductive age. G8 leaders must pledge that no poor country with a credible plan for reducing newborn, child and maternal mortality should fail to achieve its objectives because of a lack of  donor resources. The G8 should also endorse free health care at the point of delivery for women and children, and commit to supporting this both with financing and policy space to allow plans to be implemented in full.   
· Health System Strengthening: The G8 must commit to financially support countries to train, recruit and retain the 1.5 million health workers needed in Africa, and 4.25 million globally, and, where appropriate and feasible, provide more aid in a form of general or sector budget support to help pay for recurrent health expenditures, including health worker salaries. In addition, the G8 must steer that the World Bank and IMF not to obstruct countries’ efforts to increase spending on public healthcare, and the World Bank to respect the historical evidence that expansion of free public health services, not private, is the key to achieving health MDGs, especially in poor countries. The G8 should support the WHO to ensure the implementation of their approach to comprehensive primary health care.
· Better coordination of health-related aid: The continuation of efforts to develop national health plans is a critical element of increasing the effectiveness of health-related aid.  In accordance with the Accra Agenda for Action, G8 member states should align their aid behind national health plans.   The G8 should develop and present a plan by 2010 to fully fund the financing gaps identified in IHP+ countries and guarantee that any country that develops a strong 10-year plan to expand their public health systems will not fail due to a lack of funds. The G8 should continue to monitor the progress of the IHP+ to ensure its meaningful contribution to health systems strengthening while ensuring that its programmes do not result in undermining or reversing the gains made by disease specific initiatives.   The assurance that continued efforts to achieve universal access to HIV, prevention, treatment, care and support will be safeguarded while working to achieve universal and equitable access to health care should be reflected in any donor validation mechanism for national health plans developed under the IHP+.  The G8 should also monitor IHP+’s efforts to ensure adequate civil society participation at country level in the entire process of the formulation and implementation of national plans. 
· The G8 should also support innovative financing mechanisms including those described in the report of the High Level Taskforce on Innovative Health Financing to provide good quality aid (compatible with the Accra principles) and additional to the ODA given by government.
· Policy Coherence: The G8 must ensure that the agreement on intellectual property rights in their trade agreements with developing countries do not harm access to affordable medicines.

HIV and AIDS
The commitment to achieve universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support for all people with HIV and AIDS by 2010 is the signature G8 global health commitment to date and was among the most important outcomes of the G8 Gleneagles summit, yet remains far off track from being delivered. Meeting the Universal Access promise remains central to any  discussions of strengthening health systems in the G8 process. The G8 must re-affirm this commitment, as it has done at each G8 Summit since 2005, as well as  providing a time and resource bound plan to achieve Universal Access as close as possible to 2010;  deliver on the specific financial promises made in 2007, as well as those supporting the production of generic medicines.
 
The G8’s newly established mechanism on Global Health Commitments must conduct its business in accordance with the 4 G8 Accountability Principles outlined in the Accountability section of this position paper.  The 2008 Toyako Framework for Action on Global Health and corresponding accountability matrices were an important first step that must be strengthened this year.  The mechanism must coordinate efforts to deliver time bound and resource tied plan for how and when each country will deliver its share of the promises made at previous G8 Summits, including the 2007 promise to provide $60billion for HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria
 
The Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS TB and Malaria is currently facing a serious funding shortfall of US $5 billion. The G8 leaders must fulfill their pledge made at the 2007 Heiligendamm Summit to work with other donors to replenish the GFATM and to provide long-term predictable funding based on ambitious, but realistic demand-driven targets
Water and Sanitation

Over 2.5 billion people - 40% of the world’s population - do not have a safe, clean or private place to go to the toilet, whilst almost 900 million people do not have access to clean drinking water. The resulting diarrhoeal diseases kill 5,000 children every day, whilst on current trends the MDG target on sanitation will not be achieved in Sub-Saharan Africa until 2108.
G8 leaders should recognize that sanitation and water are key building blocks in social and economic development, and investment in these sectors provide an extremely cost-effective way to drive poverty reduction, significantly improve child health, and remove barriers to girls’ education. 

The G8 should, therefore, take concerted action to reverse the neglect of sanitation and water provision, and formally support the establishment of the Global Framework for Action to achieve sanitation and water for all. Such a Global Framework would provide a compact in which:

· Southern Governments develop credible national plans to provide sanitation and water for all, and invest more in their implementation.
· Donor Governments support the development of these plans, and ensure that no credible national plan fails for lack of finance

· International systems are developed to monitor and drive progress in the sector, including specifically a global task force, an annual review and an annual global high-level meeting.

In addition to formally supporting the Global Framework, G8 countries should commit to sending high-level representation to the first Annual High-Level Meeting on Water and Sanitation being hosted by UNICEF in April 2010, and support regional consultations in autumn 2009.

The Global Framework for Action would support African and Asian commitments made in 2009, enhance aid effectiveness, and provide a mechanism for the G8 to fulfil their 2008 commitment to implement the aims of the G8 Evian Action Plan. The Global Framework was proposed by the UK and Dutch Governments in September 2008, and is also supported by UNICEF, the World Bank, and the African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW).

Current proposals for a G8-Africa Water Alliance must be made fully compatible with ongoing processes to establish the Global Framework for Action, in order to avoid further fragmentation of the sector, duplication and a weakening of both initiatives.

Finally, we call on the G8 to increase transparency and public participation and strengthen regulatory oversight in all aspects of global water management from hydropower to sanitation, irrigation, drinking water provision and water rights.
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